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To 106 NG Agaiag otnv Alyiva Bpioketar mdvw and tov Kdfo g Ayi-
ag Mapivag, og évav Aogo pe mavopapikr Béa mpog ) B8diacoa. H
Aatpeia otn Béon Tou Iepol avdyetal oTa MPOICTOPIKA XPdvIa, YUpw OTo
1300 m.X,, kai oxetiCetal pe pia yuvaikeia Bedtnta g yovigotntag, 4mwg
arodeikvietal and ta euprUata ToU €PEPE OTO PWG N AVACKAPIKY) Epeuva.

Apxikd Bewpouvtav ot o vadg ng Agaiag eixe 15puBel Mpog TV
g ABnvdg, mou n popen tng déomole ota dUo astwuatd. Apydte-
pa GG, KAtd TG avaokageg Twv eppavav apxaiohdywv (1901), Bpé-
Onke pia emypaer otnv omola avagépetal To dvopa tng Tormikrg Bedg
A@ag karl €tol anodeixBnke Mwg to 1Epd ATav APIEpwPEVO otV Agaia
Kar oxi otnv ABnvd.

O piBor avagépouv 6t n Agaia, mou tautiCetarl pe tn Bprtdpapt, Buya-
tépa Tou Aia kai tng Kdpung, yia va yAitwoer anéd tov Mivwa mou tnv efxe
epwteubel, énece otn Bdhacoa kar Byrike otnv Afyiva, dmou gyive dpavin
(= Agaia) ot éva dhoog. Exel kplgtnke oe pia ommAid, mbavag oe aut
Tou UTIdpXel Ot BopeIoavatolik| ywvia tou apxdikou mepiBdAou kal otnv
oroia Bpébnkav MoAd mrAiva eiddNia kal AGAMa avikeipeva twv JUKnvaikov
XOOVWV.

Katd ta Iotopikd xpdvia, Kovtd OTov XMPO TIOU CUVOEETAI [IE TNV TIPOICTOPIKY
Aatpeia xtioTnkav Tpelg vaol oe S1aQopeTikéG epIddoug, otny idia Béon.
AT tov mpwTo vad, TTou XpovoAoye(tal oTiG apxéG Tou 6ou aiova X,
owlovtal pévov ixvn tng Bepehinong. O dedtepog vadg Atav peyalite-
P0G Kal urmpootd amd tnv avatoAikr mheupd tou umrfpxe Pwpdg. O vadg
mou ow(etal ofjuepa eival o Tpitog Katd oeipd Kal Xtiotnke ypw oTo
500 m.X. Eival dwpikdg mepimepog pe €81 KIOVEG OTIG OTEVEG TIAEUPEG
Kal dwdeka oG pakpeég. Amd dUo kioveg udpxouv oTov MPOSoUOo Kal
otov omoBddopo, avdueoa oe Mapactddeg, evw dUo Sitoveg SwpPIKEG
KIOVOOTOIXIEG amd TEVIE KIOVEG N KABepId, 0TO €0WTEPIKO TOU GNKOU,
otwnpifouv ) otéyn. Or Kioveg, ol toixol Tou onkoy, To EMOTUANIO, Ta
TpiyAupa kar ta umdroima pén tou BplykoU efval kataokeuaopéva anod
VIOTIO aoPectoNfo e emixpiopa. Ta yYAUTTd OpwG TwV AeTwPdTwy Kal
ta akpwtipia eivar 6Aa and pdppapo tng MNdpou kar @épouv xpmua.
‘Eva emiAivég enfmedo amd peydAeq kalomeAeknpéveg TIETPEG OTnV ava-
oAk MAeupd tou vaou odnyel oto Kpnmidwua. To xToTd autd emimedo
ouvexiCetal MPOg Ta avatoAikd péxpl tov Bwud, Tou omoiou diatnpouvtal
ta Bepéhia

Ta aetdpata tou vaou tng Agaiag, mou xpovoAloyouvtal to 490-
480 m.X,, Atav diakoounuéva pe mapaoctdoelg and pdxeg otnv Tpoia,
napouocia tng Bedg ABnvdg, n poper Tng omofag kuplapxoloe oTo
péoov Kal Twv dU0 AeTwPdTwY. 2T0 avatoAikd aétwla mapiotavotav
n exotpateia tou HpakAr katd tou Pacihid Aaopédovta kal oto du-
Ko n ekotpateia twv EMAvwy pe apxnyd tov Ayapéuvova katd tng
Tpoiag tou Mpidpou. Turjpa tou avatoAikoU AETWPATOG KATaoTedpnkKe
petd toug [Mepoikolg moAépoug, iowg amd kepauvd. Ooa aydipata
owbnkav otrbnkav otov TepifoAo Tou 1Epoy, eV® TA KATECTPAMPEVA
tdonkav katd tn ouvrBeia twv apxaiwv. Néa olvBeon pe mapdotaon
pdxng kai tnv ABnvd kar mdAi oto péoov aviikatéotnoe tny nakaid. Ta
YAUTTTd twv astwpdtwy Bpébnkav katd tnv avaokaer mou €yive To 1811
ané tov Bapwvo von Hallerstein kar tov apxitéktova C. R Cockerell,

dnpompatriBnkav otnv Itaiia kar ayopdotnkav to 1813 and tov Aou-
doPiko A’, Bacihid tng Bauapiag kar matépa tou OBwva, o omoiog ta
petépepe otn MAumtobrikn Tou Movdxou, omou ektiBevtal péxpl on-
pepa. Tufpata and To avatoAikd KATeoTpappévo aétwpa Bpébnkav
Katd 1 avaokagég tou Furtwangler kai extiBevtar ofjuepa oto EBvikS
Apxaloloyiké Mouceio otnv Abrjva.

[Upw amd 1o 1Epd undpxel MepiBolog, ota votioavatoAikd Tou oroiou
avoiyetar éva peydho mpdmuro. Avatolikd Tou TTPOTIUAOU €XOUV aTTOKAAU-
@Oel Aeipava kuiopdtwv (Aoutpd, ofknua igpéwv K.d.).
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he sanctuary of Aphaia on Aegina lies above the headland of Ayia Ma-

rina on a hill offering a panoramic view over the sea. Worship on the
site of the sanctuary goes back to prehistoric times, around 1300 BC, when
it was associated with a female fertility deity, as is clear from finds brought
to light by archaeological excavation.

[t was originally thought that the temple of Aphaia was built in honour of
Athena, whose figure dominated the two pediments. During excavations by
German archaeologists in [901, however, an inscription was found referring
to the name of the local goddess Apha (Aphaia), making it clear that the
temple was dedicated to Aphaia and not to Athena.

According to myth, Aphaia, who is identified with Britomartis, daughter
of Zeus and Karme, was loved by Minos and, to escape his attention, she
jumped into the sea and emerged in Aegina, where she became “invisible”
(Aphaia) in a grove. She hid in a cave, probably the one on the north-east
corner of the Archaic enclosure, in which have been found many terracotta
figurines and other objects dating from the Mycenaean period.

In historical times, three temples were built at different periods on the same
site near the area associated with the prehistoric cutt. Of the first temple, which
is dated to the early 6th century BC, only traces of the foundations survive. The
second temple was larger and had an altar in front of the east side. The surviving
temple is the third, which was built about 500 BC. It is a Doric peripteral temple
with six columns on the ends and twelve on the sides. There are two columns
in antis in the prodomos and opisthodomos, and the roof is supported by two
two-storey Doric colonnades inside the cella, each consisting of five columns.
The columns, the walls of the cella, the architrave, the triglyphs and the other

parts of the entablature are made of local limestone covered with plaster. The
pedimental sculptures and akroteria, however, are made entirely of Parian mar-
ble and painted. A ramp of large, well-dressed stones on the east side of the
temple leads up to the crepis. This built ramp continues to the east as far as the
altar, the foundations of which are preserved.

The pediments of the temple of Aphaia, which are dated to 490-480 BC,
were adomed with scenes from battles fought at Troy and watched by Athe-
na, whose figure was the predominant one at the centre of both pediments.
The east pediment depicted the campaign of Herakles against king Laome-
don, and the west the Greek expedition under Agamemnon against Priam'’s
Troy. Part of the east pediment was destroyed during the Persian Wars, pos-
sibly by a thunderbolt. The statues that survived were set up in the sanctuary
enclosure, and those that were destroyed were buried, according to ancient
custom. The old composition was replaced by a new one with a scene of a
battle, again with Athena at the centre. The pedimental sculptures were found
during the 18Il excavation by Baron von Hallerstein and the architect C. R
Cockerell, put up for auction in ltaly, and purchased in 1813 by Ludwig |, king
of Bavaria and father of Otto, the first king of Greece; they were taken to the
Glyptotek in Munich, where they have been on display ever since. Parts of the
destroyed east pediment were found during Furtwéngler’s excavation and are
now displayed in the National Archaeological Museum in Athens.

Around the sanctuary was an enclosure wall, at the south-east of which was
erected a large propylon. Building remains (baths, a priests’ house, etc.) have
been discovered to the east of the propylon.
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