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Ztnv KoINGda tou AiikoU, oto Bopeloavatolikd dkpo TG Atuikrg, Péoa oe
£va QuUaIké TepIBAMOV avaMoiwTo amnod v apxaldtnta, owlovidl Td gpei-
Tma Tou apxaiou drjuou Tou Papvouivtog, mou avrjke oty Alavtida @uAj Kkar &i-
varl o kaAJtepa diatnpnpévog and toug apxaioug drpoug g Atukrig To dvoua
Papvouis mpogpxetar amd to @utd pduvog (aykabwtdg Bduvog).

APXAIA OAOX

Autikd Tou ekdotnpiou elortnpiwv apxiCel o dpdpog, o oroiog, Tiepvwvtag SiAa
and ta 1gpd g O&uidog Kai tng Nepéoewg, odnyel otny teixiopévn moAn. Katd
prikog autol tou Spdpou of Papvousiol €éBaBav Toug VeKPoUG Toug, Ot TAQIKOUG
TiepiBéAoug and dompo vidmio pdppapo. Amé ta tagikd autd pvnpeia orjuepa
owCetal pévov n BepeNivon Katd xopav.

ANAHPO |IEPON

O X®PogG TV IEPWV SIAPOPPHBNKE e TNV KATACKEUN IGXUPWY I00OOUIKWV ava-
ANUHATIKGV Toixwv ota Bépeia Kal Ta avatoNkd yia tn Snuioupyia Tou avdrpou.
Exel ktiotnke otig apXxég Tou 6ou al. X, évag pIkpdG vadg mou Sev owletal orf-
pepa (éxouv dlacwBel AakwvikéG Kepapideg TG otéyng tou). O pikpdg vadg &a-
VAKTIOTNKE OTIG EXEG Tou 50U al. TIX. e TTOAUYWVIKY| Toixodopia kai éxel Siaotd-
oeig 10x6 p. Agidhoya aydhuata Bpébnkav oto eowtepikd Tou, PETagy Twv omoi-
wv dyahua g O€uidag tyoug 2,20 . e everiypapn Bdon (tpa oto EOvikd
Apxaioloyiké Mouaeio, xpovoroyeftal epi to 300 X)), n ortoia @épel To dvo-
pa tou Papvouoiou yAUrmn Xaipéotpatou. Emiong, Bpébnkav ayduata i€peiag
(3og ar. X)) kai gpriBou (420 m.X). 2ruepa eivar opatd ta gpeimd Tou.

2oV (810 XWPOo doXIoE Va OIKOSOUETal Kal O TTWPIVOG SwPEIKOG Vads TToU Kata-
otpdignke amnd toug [époeg o 480 X, Néog peyalitepog vadg (amokahoU-
pevog Nepéoiov, oUugwva Pe emypaqr]) Ktiotnke Wetd ta péoa tou Sou ar. X,
Bdpeia Tou mponyoUuevou. Eival Swpikdg TepTepog e 6 KIoVEG OTIG OTEVEG Kal
12 kioveg oG pakpEg MAeUPEG. AmtoteAeftal and mpdvao kai omobddopo pe dlo
Kioveg avdueoa oe Tiapaotddeg kai éxer dlaotdoeig 21,40x10,05 p. Aev owlovra
mapd pévov gpeima tou vaol autoy, Tou povadikol cwldpevou otov eAadIkd
X(MDPO APIEPWHEVOU OE auTrv T BedtnTa. 2To e0wTePIKS Tou vaol uAdoodTtav
TO TEpipnuo dyahua g Oedg, épyo tou pabntr tou Peidia Ayopdkprtou. To
dyahua rijtav kataokeuaopévo and mapiavéd Pdppapo, mou to épepav ol [MNép-
0€G pHadf Toug yia va To XPNOIHoTIoIcouwy yid To Tedraio mou Ba éotnvav petd
n Vvikn toug (yI" autr v ahaloveia Tolg THOENaE N Bed, dnwg pag mapadidel
o [Nauoaviag). H Bdon tou, mou €pepe avdyAupn Siakdopnar, Kataokeudotn-
ke and pdppapo g lMNeviéAng, aneikoviCel v mpooaywyr] g EAévng otn pn-
tépa g Népeon and tn Arjda kai xpovoloyeftal epi to 420 mX. Kuvnynuévn
and tov Aig, n Néueoig petapopeivetal oe Kikvo. O Aiag 8a midper kar autdg

N Hoper] kikvou kai 8a evwbel palf tng otov Papvoulvta. Ané to auyd Tou Yév-
vnoe n Népeoig Byrike n EAévn. H Aida, Betry puntépa tg ENévng, epgavicetar va
TNV 0dNyel oTNV MEAYHaTIKe TG KINTEEA.

Katd mv mepiypagr| tou apxaiou mepinyntr Naucavia, to dyaiua g Nepéoe-
wg ameikdviCe T Oed popivtag ote@dvi e Siakdopnon amnd PIKPES HOPYES EAa-
@iwv kal Nikng. Zta xépia kpatoloe KAadi pnAIdG kai TEAEToUpYIKS KUTTEMO e
avdyAupeg rapaotdoeig ABIGTIWV.

Avatohikd tou vaol owlovtal ta BepéNa tou Pwpoy, diaotdoewy 3,25x7,80 p.
Mia otod katd prikog TG Bopeiag MAeUPdS Tou TEPEVOUG KAl pia HIKPT Korjvn
HMPOOTd TNG CUHMANPMYOUV TOV XWPO.

OXYPQMENOZX OIKIZXMOX

H apxaia 086G odnyel oe éva oxetikd andtopo Ao@o, o omoiog mepiBdMetal
and 10xupd Teixog, drikoug 800 ., e TUPYOUS Kal TOUAGXIOTOV TPEIG EI0680UG,
Eowtepikd owdetar pikpdtepog mepioAog, yipw amd v akpdmon. H kipia &i-
080G Tou eEwtepikol TepIBOAou Bpioketal ota véta Kai mpootateletal and
opBoyivioug Mipyous ekatépwdev NG MUANG 2TV MAeUPd Tou AS@oU TTou Ka-
taNjyel otn BdAacoa, uridpxouv HIKEO! GPUOI, I OTTolol XPNCIKoTIoIoUVTAV Yia
oV ENIPEVIOPS TAOIWV.

To gpoUpio Tou Papvolivtog, dmwg Kal autd Tou 2ouviou, moteletal Twg 1I5pU-
Bnke Kkatd t didpkeia tou [ehomovvnolakol TTOAEHOU yia Tov EAeYX0 TwV TAOI-
WV TIoU PETEPepav ormpd mpog v ABriva. Adyw g otpatnyikig Béong tou
Papvolvtog yia ) vausim\oia g mepioxrig, ol ABnvaiol Sigbetav exel @poupd,
Tou amoteholviav amd Toug «ePrBougy, ol oToiol Urnpetoloav ekl To delte-
PO Xpdvo NG Onreiag Toug.

‘Exouv, ermiong, amokalugBei Spdpol, exatépwbev Twv omoiwv urmpxav orfta Ka

dnudoia Krrjpia, dnwg To Béatpo, opboyiviou oxripatog (mep. 350 mX.), yupvd-
010, 1Epd NG ApPoditng, 1Epd Aupiapdou, GAa IEpd, EKTETAUEVO AITOXETEUTIKO
olotnua, kabwg kai AjBog gpedtwy. TENoG, IaTpIkr| @povtida rapeixe amnd tTov
50 ai. X 1o piKpd 1apatikd 1gpd Tou Augiapdou, KUOPEVO KOVId oto @pPoU-
plo, Mdvw ota Bpdxia.

H peyalitepn avdrmuén tou drjpou Papvoiviog onpeinbnke katd tov 4o kai 30
al. X, 2ToUG EMOPEVOUG AIOVES, O SNOG akoAoUBNCE TNV ICTOPIKH TIOPEIa TNG
unéhoimng Attikrig. Arié tov lo ai. X, apxiCel n @Bopd kai n mapakyr, pe e&ai-
peon kdmola avaiaurr| ota xpdvia Tou Howdn Attikou (206 ar. pX.), o omoiog
emokedace To vad Kal E5woe VEA TIVOT) OTOV XWPO Yia pikod Sidotnua.

[Upw ota téAn Tou 4ou ar. p.X. TorobeTetal N KaTtaoTEOoEr Tou aydAUdTog TG
Bedc Nepgoewg amd toug mpwTtoug xpiotiavoug Kal ival n) emoxr] Katd Ty oroia
0 XWPOG, TToU KatolkBnKe arnd tn veolBikr) mepiodo, mapakpdlel opIoTikd.



he ruins of the ancient deme of Rhamnous, which belonged to the

Alantis tribe, are preserved in the Limikos valley in far northeastem
Attica. Rhamnous is the best-preserved of all the ancient Attic demes. The
name “Rhamnous” is derived from the plant rhdmnos (a prickly shrub).

THE ANCIENT ROAD

The road that passes by the sanctuaries of Themis and Nemesis and leads to
the walled city begins west of the ticket booth. The residents of Rhamnous
buried their dead along this road in funerary precincts made of local white
marble. Today only the foundation of these burial monuments is preserved
in situ.

THE SANCTUARY TERRACE

The site of the sanctuaries was created by constructing strong ashlar retaining
walls on the north and east to create a terrace. A small temple, built in the early
6th c. BC, is no longer preserved (its Laconian roof tiles have survived). This
temple was rebuitt in the early 5th c. BC with polygonal masonry and dimen-
sions were 10x6 m. Noteworthy statues were found inside it, including a statue
of Themis (height: 2.20 m.) with an inscribed base (now found in the National
Archaeological Museum; ca. 300 BC), which bears the name of the sculptor
Chairestratos of Rhamnous. Statues of a priestess (3rd c. BC) and an ephebe
(420 BC) were also discovered. Today their ruins remain visible.
Construction of the Doric porous temple that was destroyed by the Per-
sians in 480 BC began at the same site. A new and larger temple (the so-
called Nemesion, according to an inscription) was built after the mid-5th c.
BC north of the earlier temple. This was a Doric peripteral temple with 6
columns on its narrow sides and |2 on its long sides. It was distyle in antis,
with a pronaos and opisthodomos (front and back porches), and measured
21.40x10.05 m. Only the ruins of this structure, the sole preserved temple
dedicated to this deity in the Greek world, have survived. The famous statue
of the goddess, a work by Pheidias’ pupil Agorakritos, was housed inside the
temple. The statue was of Parian marble (the Persians had brought it with
them to use for the trophy they planned to set up after their victory — the
goddess punished them for their hubris, as Pausanias informs us). Its base,
which had relief decoration, was of marble from Mt Penteli and depicted
Helen being brought to her mother Nemesis by Leda (ca. 420 BC). Nem-
esis, upon being pursued by Zeus, transformed herself into a goose. Zeus
assumed the form of a swan and coupled with her at Rhamnous. Helen was
born from the egg Nemesis laid. Leda, Helen's adoptive mother, appears to
lead her to her real mother.

According to the ancient traveler Pausanias's description, the statue of
Nemesis depicted the goddess wearing a crown decorated with small fig-
ures of deer and Nike. In her hands she held an apple bough and a ritual cup
with relief scenes of Ethiopians.

East of the temple are preserved the foundations of the altar (3.25x7.80 m.).
A stoa along the length of the north side of the precinct and a small fountain
in front of it complete the sanctuary site.

THE FORTIFIED SETTLEMENT
The funerary road led to a relatively steep hill that was surrounded by a
strong wall 800 m. long, with towers and at least three entrances. Within it

a smaller enclosure wall around the acropolis is preserved. The outer wall's
main entrance was on the south. It was protected by rectangular towers on
either side of the gate. On the side of the hill that ended at the sea there were
small bays used for mooring boats.

The fort at Rhamnous, like that at Sounion, is believed to have been built during
the Peloponnesian War to control ships transporting grain to Athens. Due to
its strategic location for navigation in the region, the Athenians maintained a gar-
rison at Rhamnous that was composed of the ““ephebes’” who did their second
year of service there.

Roads have also been revealed with houses and public buildings to either side,
including a rectangular theatre (ca. 350 BC), a gymnasium, a sanctuary of Aphro-
dite, a sanctuary of Amphiaraos, other sanctuaries, an extensive drainage system,
and a large number of wells.

Finally, from the 5th c. BC medical care was provided at the small healing sanctu-
ary of Amphiaraos, built near the fort atop the rocks.

The greatest development of the deme of Rhamnous was noted during the
4th and 3rd c. BC. During ensuing centuries, the deme's historical course fol-
lowed that of the rest of Attica. Decay and decline set in from the Ist c. BC,
except fora glimmer of life during the years of Herodes Atticus (2nd c. AD),
who repaired the temple and briefly provided a new impetus to the site.
The destruction of the statue of the goddess Nemesis by the first Christians
is dated to around the end of the 4th c. AD, and this is also the era in which
the site, which had been inhabited since the Neolithic age, experienced its
definitive decline.
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