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0 1Ep6 NG Awdvng Bpioketal oTo KEVTPO CTEVHG KOINGSAG, GTOUG avato-

AikoUg Tpdmodeg Tou dpoug Tépapoc. Hrav apiepwpévo otn Aatpeia tou
Awdwvaiou Ala kar aroteholoe Bpnokeutikd kai TOATIKS Kévipo Twv Hrel-
pwTk®V eBvv. O1 avackagég Tou Kawvotavtivou Kapardvou to 1875 kar g
Ev ABrivaig Apxaiohoyikrig Etaipeiag and to 1920 amoxdiupav otadiakd ta
olkodopruata tou igpol.

H Aatpeia

O xpdvog évaping G Aatpeiag tou Aia oto 1gpd g Awdwvng Sev pag ei-
Val YWWOoTOG. 2TOV XWMPO avarmUxOnKe pIkpdg MpoioTopikdg OIKICUOG amnd Ty
eroxr] tou XahkoU (3100-1100 1.X). Katd tov 8o ai. mX. 1o 1gpd rtav méov
€UPUTATa YVWOoTd, OMWG PAPTUPE! N avagpopd Tou ota ounpikd M. 2UHpwva
e TOUG TIEPIOCATEPOUG HEAETNTEG, TpIv amd Ttov Ala oto 1gpd AdTpeudTav n
MeydAn ©ed rj Mntépa M, Bedtna g elong kai g yoviudtntag. H véa
Aatpeia tou Aia cuyxwvelBnke pe v makaid. H Mntépa I ovopdotnke twpa
Aiivn, ané 1o dvopa Tou oullyou g, kar pad anotéheoav to Beio Cedyog. O
Afag Aatpeudtav otn Awdivn wg Ndiog, yiati, oUugwva e TV eMKOaTEcTePn
drioyn, katoikoUoe (évaie) otg pieg TG pavtkrg Baravididg, TG enyod.

H apxitektovikr Siapdpewon tou 1gpou

To 1gpd eival xuopévo otn votodutikr mAayid xapnAol Adgou kar Siapop@ve-
1al ot Tpia emfeda. 2o xapnAdtepo enfmedo, vda, Ppioketal n kipia eicodog
Tou 0dnyoUce OTov XWPO avdpeoa and CTOEG. 2Toug TPOTIOSEG Tou AdPou,
avarmooetal g eUpUxwPo dvdnpo To kuping 1Iepd pe Tov vad tou Ala kai ta
dMa Aatpeutikd oikodoprjuata. Autikd twv vawy, ivar xtopéva to Bouleutr-
P10, TO TPUTAVEID, TO B€aTPo Kal To atddio. Ty kopupr| Tou Adpou TiepIBAe!
10 16080IKS TEXOG TNG akPATIoANG. Evag euplixwpog mepiBolog mepiékiele To
KUPIwG 1€p4 PE TOuG vaoug, To Tiputaveio kai To Bouleutriplo. TG TPOCAWEIG
TWV OTOWV KAl TwV okodounudtwy unmpxav Bdbpa pe avabnuatkd r) uunukd
aydhuata. ‘E&w ané tov mepiBoro Bpiokoviav to Béatpo Kkal to otddio mou
ouvdéovtav pe TV téheon twv Ndiwy, eoptrig mpog Tiprjv Tou Alg, TTou Tiepie-
ApBavav ay@veg yupvikoug (aBAntikoug), pouacikous Kal Spapatikoug.

Q¢ 1o TAog tou Sou ai X 1o 1Epd NG Awdwvng eixe unaiBpia poper
Kal KEVTPo NG Aatpeiag armoteholoe n moognTkr| Baravidid (enydq). Xdhvor
NEPneg pe tofmodeg mepiéBaMav to 1gpd dévipo. Amd o Bpdiopa Twv UA-
Awv g 1eprig Baravididg, Tov rixo tou vepou mou avdBAule otg piteg TG, To
TETAYPAa TwV TIEPICTEPIWV TTOU GWAIAlav oto QUA®UG TG 1 armd Tov X0 Twv
xAAvwv Aefritwv Tou Ty TiepiEBalay, ol 1gpeig Tou Ala gppriveuav oToug
Bvnrolc t BodAnon g Bedtntag. 2ug apxég tou 4ou ar. X, Siha oto 1Epd
SEVTPO XTIOTNKE TO TIPWTO AJTEEUTIKS 0IkoSOpNUa, €vag Hikpdg vadg tou Aia
e onkd kai mpdvao (El). Aiyo apydtepa oikodoprinke o apxaidtepog vadg
g Aiwvng (I).

211G apxég Tou 3ou al X, o Bacihidg twv Molooowv [Mippog epdppo-
og éva peyakermiBolo oikodopikd TPdYPapua pe otdxo v avddeign Kai
raveMrjvia mpoPolr tou igpol. O vadg tou Alfa (El) améktnoe mepiBoro
TAQICIWPEVO E0WTEPIKG aMd OTOEG HE lwvikoUg Kioveg. 2tnv 181aftepn autr
aPXITEKTOVIK) Slaudpewon pe v TepikAelotn aulry ogeiletar mBavdtata
n ovopaocia tou vaou tou Ala and tov iotopikd MoAiPio, wg igpd oikia. H
1gpd oikia mAaiciwbnke and véa oikodouruata mou eppunveldnkav wg vaof
g Aiwvng (©), tng @€uidog (Z), tng Appoditng (A) kai tou Hparkhry (A).

-

B 4og a.mX. 4th c.BC

B Apxés 3ou ar.mX. Early 3rd c. BC

I Téhog 3ou amX. Late 3rd c. BC

Mpdipor pwpaikoi xpdvor Early Roman times

T
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Yotepoppwpaikoi xpdvol Late Roman times
506 ar.p.X. 5th c. AD
606 ai. p.X. 6th c.AD

2tddio Stadium

BouAeutrjpio Bouleuterion

Katolikia 1gpéwv Priests” house

Mputaveio Prytaneion

Nedtepeg kataokeuég New constructions

Nadg Appoditng Temple of Aphrodite

Nadg ©€émdog Temple of Themis

Mikpdg vadg Aidg Small temple of Zeus

Nedtepog vadg Aigvng Later temple of Dione
Apxaidtepog vadg Aikvng Earliest temple of Dione
Mahaloxpicuavikr Bacihikr Early Christian basilica
Nadg HpakAéoug Temple of Hercules

Avénpo Terrace



2UpPWVa PE OPICKEVOUG HEAETNTEG, Ta olkodopnpata autd amnoteholoav
«avabrpatay moAewv kai otéyalav ta apiep®patd toug mpog tov Afa Ndio.
Tnv id1a emoxr| olkoSopr|Bnkav o Béatpo, and ta peyaAltepd TG apxaidtn-
1ag pe xwpnukdtnta 17.000 Beatég, kabaog kai ta dnudoia oikodopruata yia
TG TIOATIKEG SPATTNEISTNTES, TO BOUAEUTHPIO KAl TO TIPUTAVE(O.

Tnv opiotik pope@r] Tou améktnoe to 1gpd oTo TEAoG Tou 3ou al. X Me
NV MKEATNON TOU XPIoTIAVIGHOU TO IgPO TIAPAKUAGCE Kal 0TO TEAOG Tou 4ou
aiva énage va Aertoupyei. Tov 50 aikva endvw ota gpEma Twv Vawy oIko-
SopriBnke xplotiavikdg vadg.

2T avaokagég tou 1gpoy Tou Awdnvng Bpgbnkav mepicodtepa amdé 2.500
xpnotipia mvdkia, Aermtd poAUBSiva @UAMa drou xapdooovtav ol EpWTAOEIG
Tpog to pavteio. MNoAudpiBua eival emiong ta agiep®pata (avabripata) twy
TIPOCKUVNTAV, KUPIWwG xdAkiva okeln kar ayahuatidia. [MoMd and ta euprjpata
Twv avackaewv extibevtal, oe eidikr aiBouoa, oto Apxaioloyikd Mouoeio
lwawivwv.

he sanctuary of Dodona (modem Dodoni) lies in the middle of a narrow
valley on the eastemn slopes of Mt. Tomaros. It was dedicated to the
worship of Zeus Dodonaios, and was a religious and political center for the
peoples of Epirus. Excavations by K. Karapanos in 1875 and the Archaeological
Society at Athens since 1920 have gradually revealed the sanctuary’s buildings.

The cult

We do not know when the cult of Zeus, at the sanctuary of Dodona,
began. A small Prehistoric settlement developed at the site beginning in
the Bronze Age (3100-1100 BC). In the 8th c. BC, the sanctuary was widely
known, as it was already mentioned in the Homeric epics. According to
most scholars, before the worship of Zeus, a diety connected with nature
and fertility, the “Great Goddess” or “Mother Earth”, was worshipped
there. The new cult of Zeus was merged with the older one. The Mother
Earth was now called “Dione”, from the name of her spouse, and the
two formed the divine couple. Zeus was worshipped at Dodona as Naios;

according to the prevailing opinion, this was because he dwelt (évaie) in the
roots of the oracular oak tree, the fegos (¢nyoc).

The architecture of the sanctuary

The sanctuary is built on the south-western slopes of a low hill and formed
along three levels. The entrance to the sanctuary lies to the south, outlined by
stoas. The main sanctuary with the temple of Zeus and the other cult build-
ings developed on a spacious terrace, on the slopes of the hill. To the west,
the bouleuterion, prytaneion, theater, and stadium were buitt. To the north, the
summit of the hill was enclosed by a citadel. A large enclosure surrounded the
main sanctuary with its temples, prytaneion and bouleuterion. Inscribed pedes-
tals bearing votive or honorary statues stood along the facades of the buildings
and stoas. Outside the enclosure were the theater and stadium, which were
connected with the Naia, a celebration in honour of Zeus which included
athletic, musical and dramatic contests.

Until the late 5th c. BC, the sanctuary of Dodona had an open form, and
the cult centre was the prophetic oak tree (pnydc). Bronze tripod cauldrons
surrounded the sacred tree. The priests of Zeus interpreted for mortals the
deity’s will from the rustling of the sacred oak’s leaves, the sound of the water
gushing round its roots, the flight of the doves that nested in its foliage, or
the sound of the bronze cauldrons that surrounded it. In the early 4th c. BC,
a small temple of Zeus (El) was built beside the sacred tree. Not long after-
wards, Dione acquired her own temple (I).

In the early 3rd c. BC, the king of the Molossians Pyrrhus implemented an
ambitious building program whose goal was to highlight and promote the
sanctuary. An enclosure was added at the temple of Zeus, surrounded on the
inside by stoas featuring lonic columns. The name of the temple of Zeus is giv-
en by the historian Polybius as “Sacred House™ (igpd oikia) most likely because
of the buildings enclosed courtyard. It was flanked by new buildings that have
been interpreted as temples of Dione (©), Themis (Z), Aphrodite (A), and
Hercules (A). According to a number of scholars, these buildings were “votive
offerings” by cities, which housed their dedications to Zeus Naios. During this
same era, the theater — one of the largest theat-
ers of antiquity with a capacity of 17,000 — as well
as the buildings for political activities, namely the
bouleuterion and prytaneion, were also built.

The sanctuary assumed its final form in the late
3rd c. BC. When Christianity began to prevail,
the sanctuary went into decline. A Christian
church was built atop the ruins of the sanctuary's
temples in the 5th c. AD.

More than 2,500 oracle tablets bearing inscribed
questions for the oracle were found during exca-
vation of the sanctuary. There were also a large
number of objects, mainly bronze vessels and
statuettes, that were votives (dvafriuata) offered
by pilgrims. Many of the excavation finds are dis-
played in a special gallery in the Archaeological
Museum of loannina.
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