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TPOICTOPIKAG OIKIOHOG Tou 2€okAou avammixbnke mTdvw otov
Nogo Kaotpdki, kaBhg kar otn yipw mepIoxr|, Kovid oTto onuepivod
XWPIO 2ECKAO.

O1 MpWTeG avaokapeg ooV VEONBIKS OIKIOUS TOou 2€0KAOU €yivav To
[901-1902 amé tov Xp. Toolvra. Apydtepa (1956) o A. P. ©eoxdpng
dpxioe véa avackagiky €épguva otov AOQo Kal otn yUpw TEPIOXH, TToU
kpdtnoe péxpl to 1977.

To >éoKkAho katolkriOnke yia MPWTN @opd ota péoa NG /ng XIAIETIAq.
Ta apxitektovikd Aefpava autrig tng emoxr|g eival omdvia. [Npdkertal yia
eMelpoeldr] oplypata péoa oto €8agog Pe Toixoug mou Tpoeeixav
andé autd, guiaypévous amd kAadid dévipwy Kal Adorn.

O1 dvBpwrol Tng mepiddou autrig (oloav amd TNy Ktnvotpopia Kai In
yewpyia. 2Ze autr v mepiodo avriikouv oM ooTéiva gpyaleia, Aemideg
oyiavou kari upitdAiBou, AiBiva epyaleia kar Aiya ootéiva eidoAia.

Apydtepa, otnv apxaidtepn veoliBikr (7n-6n xiAigtia), Ta omta xti-
Covtal pe métpiva OepéNia, toixoug amd wud mAIBId kar &dmeda amd
natnuévo MNAS. 2tnv mepiodo autr) €Xoupe KePApIK HovOXpwun Kdal
Siakoopnpévn, AiBiva kar ootéiva gpyaleia, mAiva eidoAia.

271N péon veoNiBikr (6n XINIETIa) o olkiopdg amoktd Jia peydAn Kar mpw-
togavy) €ktaon. H mepiodog autr| tauti(etal pe tov yWwotd MOANTIoHS Tou

>€oKhou Kal xapaktnpiletal and tn ypdrtr) Kepapikr, T BeAtiwon g te-
XVIKAG Tou Ynofuatog twv MAIVeV aviKeipévwy, TTou emtuyxdvel Bauudoia
KOKKIVA XpOPATa, KAl aképa amé m peydAn xprion twv Aibivwv gpyaleivv
Kar tnv agpbovdtepn xprion Tou oyiavoy, Tou Mpogpxetal and tn Mrio.

>10 Kaotpdki, ta oikpata eivar ouvibwg pikpd, pe otevd Spopdkia
avdpeod toug, Tou oxnuatiouv oe opiopéva onueia miateieg. E&w amd
1o Kaotpdki, otov oikiopd mou exteivetal pog ta Sutikdg, Ta omitia extel-
vovtal opi{évtia, polpddovial ToiXouG Kal €XOUV KOIVOXPNGOTOUG XWPOUG.
Mia tétola oIkioTiKr] opydvwon €ival N HOVadIKr ToU €xel aVaoKagel otn
Oeooahia.

‘O\a ta omita éxouv AiBivo Bepéhio, MAVBIvn avwdopr|, SikAivi) oTéyn pe
SokoUg, okemaopévn Pe MNAS Kai pe pia omr yia v €§odo tou Kamvou.
Mpw amd ta onfuia undpxouv peydhol Tofixol, mou Sev Ba mpémel va Bew-
pnBolv WG oxXUPWHATIKA Teixn, aMd anhd wg ToiXol avaAnNUUatikol, mou
Sev amokAeietal va dnAdvouv kai kdmoia mpdvola mpo@UAagng ry amouo-
VWongG.

O olkiopdg Aiyo mpiv amé to TéAog g 6nG XINETIAG epnUAvVETal anod
kdrmola Kataotpo®n, iowg mupkayid, yia mepicodtepo and 500 xpdvia kai
Eavakatoikeftal otn vedtepn veoAiBikr (6n-5n xiNieTia) ce MepIopICpEVN
€ktaon kal gévo ndvw otov Adpo Kaotpdki.



he prehistoric settlement of Sesklo grew up on the Kastraki
hill and surrounding area, near the modern village of Sesklo.

The first excavation of the settlement was conducted in [901-1902 by
Chr. Tsountas. Later (1956), a new excavation of the hill and the
surrounding area was begun by D. R. Theocharis, lasting until 1977.

Sesklo was first occupied in the middle of the 7th millennium. The
architectural remains of this period are scanty, and consist of elliptical
trenches dug into the ground with walls projecting above ground-
level, made of branches and mud.

The people of this age lived by stock-raising and farming. A large
number of bone tools, obsidian and flint blades, stone tools and a few
clay figurines come from this period.

Later, in the Early Neolithic period (7th-6th millennium), the houses
had stone foundations, walls of unbaked mud-brick, and floors of
beaten clay. From this period have been found monochrome and
decorated pottery, stone and bone tools, and clay figurines.

In the Middle Neolithic period (6th millennium) the settlement cov-
ered an unprecedentedly large area. This period is indentified with
the famous Sesklo culture, the main features of which are its painted
pottery, the improved firing technique used for clay pottery, which
produces a superb red colour, and also the abundant use of stone
tools and obsidian, which was imported from Melos.

The houses at Kastraki are usually small, with narrow passageways
between them, which in places formed squares. Outside Kastraki, in
the settlement that extended to the west, the houses spread hori-
zontally, they share walls and have common areas. This organised
settlement, is the only one to have been excavated in Thessaly.

All the houses have stone foundations, a clay superstructure, a
pitched roof, with beams, covered by clay, and a hole to emit the
smoke. The houses were surrounded by large walls, which should
not, however, be thought of as a defence work, but merely as retain-
ing walls, though it is not impossible that they also indicate some
concern for protection or isolation.

The settlement was abandoned just before the end of the 6th mil-
lennium as a result of some disaster, possibly a fire, and remained de-
serted for 500 years; it was occupied once more in the Late Neolithic
period (6th-5th millennium), though only to a limited extent, being
confined to the Kastraki hill.
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