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Aépva amotelel pia amd TG onPavikSTEPEG MPOICTOPIKEG BETEIG
Tou eMadikol xwpou. O oIKIoPdG NG eKTeivetal o€ XapnAd Ao@o
Uyoug poNG 5,50 p. kar ouvoAikig emgdveiag 180160 p. O Adpog au-
16G €xel dnpioupynBei pe TN cuoowpeuon AMeMAMNAWY oTpwpdtwy
katoiknong yia 5.500 xpdvia mepimou (péoa 7ne-In xiNetia mxX). H
emAoyr] tng Béong wg térmou péviungG eykatdotaong o@eiletal oTtoug
mAoUoioug QuoikoUg Topoug TG (elpopen yn, TNYEG TG Aépvag). Emi-
ong, N verviaor g pe ™ 6dAacoa kar ta apkadikd Bouvd eEacpd-
(e 0TOUG KATOIKOUG TNG TOV €Aeyx0 Twv Baldooiwv eumopikwy Spd-
pwv, kabwg kai tn duvatdtnta eAéyxou ng diddou mpog tv Apkadia.
2UOTNUATIKEG avaoKapeg mpaypatonolibnkayv katd ta €t 1952 éwg
kal 1958 and tnv Apepikavikr) >xoAr) KAacikav >moudwy, uné tn Siel-
Buvon tou kabnyntr J.L. Caskey. Autég mepliopiotnkav oto vétio Tur-
pa Tou ynAOPoU Kal €pepav OTO QWG A KUPIEG OIKIOTIKEG KAl XPO-
VOMOYIKEG daoEIg, ol oToieg pgpouv Aauvikr) apiBunon (I-VII). Metd to
TEPAG TWV EPEUVAY, TA TPWINOTEPA APXITEKTOVIKA Aeipava kataxwon-
KaV, V() £va OTEYAOTPO KATAOKEUdOTNKE Yia tnv mpootacia tng «Oiki-
ag v Kepdpwvy». Ta euprjpdta twv avaokaev ektiBevial oto Apxal-
oloyiké Mouoeio Apyoug.

H mpwtn eykatdotaon avdyetal otny apxaidtepn Kai T péon VEOA-
Oikry mepiodo (6500-5300 m.X.: Aépva | kar Il avtiotoixa). Ta Aeipava
NG Katoiknong autrig €xouv orjpepa KataxwOel kal avtiotoixolv oe pia
aypPOTIKr) KOIVOTNTA MOU AOXOAE(Tal e TN YEWPYIQ, TNV KTnvoTpo®ia Kal
TO KuVry!I Kal katdokeudlel xeiporointa mmAiva okeln. Opatd eivai orj-
pepa ta NBoktiota BepéNia THAPATOC oIKiag TNG PEoNG VEONIBIKAG TepI-
6dou (). Ané v idia mepiodo mpoépxetal mAivo eiddhio dpbiag yu-
pVIG yuvaikeiag pop@rig. 2tn vedtepn veokiBikr mepiodo n katoiknon
eHpaviCetal peIwPEvn.

H peydAn akur| tng Aépvag ouvdéetal pe v mpwtoeMadikr Il mepi-
o0do (2750/2700-2300/2200 m.X.: Aépva ll), katd v omoia Siakpivo-
VIAl TEOOEPIG OIKOOOUIKEG PATEIG, aVAPEDa OTIG OTIOIEG 1 ONUAVTIKSTE-
pn eivai n Tpftn. & autrv aviikouv: @) OXUPWHATIKOG TepiBoAog, pe SUo
TIETAAOOXNPOUG TTUPYOUG, O OTTOI0G TPOMAVWG TEPIERAME OAo Tov OI-
KIOPO Kal EMOKEUAOTNKE APKETEG POPEG, EMAPe OUWG VA XPNOIOTION-
eftal oto téhog NG mpwtoeMadikig Il mepiddou (2-13), B) opboywvieg,
ouvrBwg povoxwpeg oikieg (14-15) kar y) to peydho, opboywvio, emipn-
Keg ktrjplo BG, Siaotdoewy 20x12 ., and to omoio mpogpxetarl peydhn
AV eotia pe epmieotn diakdopnon o@payiSokUAIVEPOU OTo XENOG.

Ta ktipia NG TEING olkodopikrg @dong katedagiovtal kal otn
B€on toug aveyeipetal Katd v TETAPTN Kal TeAeutaia @don pvnuei®-
Seg dlwpoo ktrplo, dilactdoewy 25xI2 p. To ktrjpio autd eival yvwotd
wg «Oikia Twv Kepdpwvy» kai n cupBatikr ovopacia tou opeietal oto
mARBo¢ twv TMAIVeV KepapiSidv TG oTéyng Tou BpEbnkav oto otp®-
pa Kataotpo®rg Tou. Eixe NBdktiota BepéNia kar avwdopr) and wuég

TABpeg, KUpia eicodo ota avatohikd (XIII) kar miAiva Bpavia katd -
KOG TV EEWTEPIKOV HAKPWY TTAEUPWY Tou. AkoAouBolUoe Tov apXite-
Ktovikd Tno twv Kinpiwv ye diddpopo, OMwg Kal TO TMPOYEVESTEPO
ktipio BG. Téooepa dwudua diatetaypéva katd tov dEova A-A. (V,
VI, VII, XII) mepiBdMovtav ané emprikelg S1adpdpoug Katd prikog twv
pakp@v meupwv toug (I-1V, VIII-X). Abo pikpd dwpdua (I, XI) eixav
npdoBacn pévo and tnv e§wtepikr] Meupd Tou Ktnpiou. 2To Swpdto
Xl Bpgbnkav 143 mAiva oppayiopata pe anotunwyata and 60 mepi-
TTOU 0PPAyIdEG, TToU XPNoileuay yia To o@EAdyIoPa TOU TTEPIEXOUEVOU
KIBwTiwv Kar anmoBnKeuTIKv ayyeiwy.

H «Oixia twv Kepdpwvy kataotpdenke amd mupkayid mpiv and v
aromepdtwor] tnG. H moAlmiokn apxitektovikr Sopr NG, Ta ogpayi-
opaTa Kal To yeyovog Ot PETd TNV KATtaoTpo®r] TG ol KAToIKol T o€-
Bdotnkav katackeudlovtag Mdvw amnd autrv KukAiké tiuPo mou oplo-
Betoloe Tov xwpo (16), paptupolyv ot amoteholoe To eumopIkd Kar Si-
oIKNTIKS KEVTIPO SANG TG YUpw TIEPIOXAG KAl UTOSEIKVUoUY TV Urapén
€VOG TPWIPOU AoTIKOU OUOTARATOG We Kevtpikr) Siofiknon. H kataotpo-
o] TG mMBavig opeletal atnv éNeuon VEwV Katoikwy, ol oToiol apyod-
TeEPA aveyeipouv VEEG olkieg Mdvw amd tov tiuBo (I7) (mpwtoeMadikr
Il mepiodog: TéAn 3ng xiNetiag: Aépva V) Kkal eiodyouv véa ribn otnv
apxitektovikn (aPidwtég oikieg) (19) kai tnv kepapikr (Xprjon HIag mpw-
IMNG HOPPAG KEPAUIKOU TPOXOU).

Katd tn péon emoxr] tou XaAkou (TPeIg MPWTO! AIOVES TNG 2NG XINE-
tiag mX: Aépva V), o oikiopdg akudcer (18, 20-23) kabwg ouotnuato-
TTOIEfTal N AypoTIKY TIAPAywyr| KAl avamtyooovtal EUMOPIKEG OXETEIG HE
v Alyiva, ta vnoid tou Alyaiou kai tnv Kprjtn. O vekpol cuvexiCouv
va BdPovtarl evtdg tou oikiopoU (24).

And Ta AN TG péong emoxng Tou XaAkoU Kai tn petdfacn mpog
v Uotepn (1700/1675-1600 m.X.: Aépva VI) diatnpodvtal dlo pvnueia-
Kof AakrkoelSeig Tdpol (25-26), Mou kataokeud{ovtal J€oa oTa epeima
G «Oikiag Twv Kepdpwv» kal akoAouBolv Tov TUMo twv aviioToXwy
mAoUoiwy tdpwv twv Muknvav. Katd tn puknvaikr emoxr (14og-130g a.
X Aépva VlI), o oikiopdg eakorouBel va efvar akpaiog, und tn okid
Spws Twv Muknvav kai tng Tipuveag.

Me To TéNog NG eMoxr|g Tou XaAkoU eMEPXETAl OUOIAOoTIKA Kal TO Té-
Aog Tou olkiopoU TG Aépvag. Alyootd eupripata paptupoly TiepIopl-
OMEVN XPHON TOU XWPOU KATd TOUG I0TOPIKOUG XPAVOUG. KUKAIKOG KAL-
Bavog kataAapBdvel otn pwpdikr €moxr TUAWA NG MPWTOEMAdIKAG
oxUpwong (27).



erna is one of the most important prehistoric sites in the Greek world.

The settlement extended over a low hill only 5.50 m. in height and
covering a total area of 180xI60 m. The hill was created through the ac-
cumulation of successive habitation levels over approximately 5500 years
(mid-7th-Ist millennium BC). The choice of this location as a place for a per-
manent settlement was due to its abundant natural resources (fertile land,
the springs of Lerna). In addition, its proximity to the sea and the mountains
of Arcadia ensures its residents control of maritime trade routes as well as
the possibility of controlling the passage to Arcadia.

Systematic excavations were conducted from 1952 until 1958 by the American
School of Classical Studies under the direction of Professor J.L. Caskey.These
were confined to the southem section of the tumulus and brought to light
seven main chronological phases of human occupation identified by the Roman
numerals |-VIl. Following investigation, the earliest architectural remains were
covered up, and a roof was built to protect the “House of the Tiles”. The finds
from the excavations are on exhibit in the Archaeological Museum of Argos.

The first settlement dates back to the Early and Middle Neolithic periods
(6500-5300 BC: Lera | and Il respectively). Habitation remains from this
phase have been buried today; they corresponded to a rural community
engaged in agriculture, livestock herding and hunting, which produced hand-
made pottery. Today, the foundations of a part of a house of the Middle
Neolithic period remain visible (I). A terracotta figurine of a standing nude
female dates to the same period. Habitation appears to have been reduced
in the Late Neolithic period.

Lerna’s heyday is connected with the Early Helladic Il period (2750/2700-
2300/2200 BC: Lerna IIf), during which four building phases are discemible,
of which the third is the most important. The following belong to this phase:
a) a fortification wall with two horseshoe-shaped towers. It apparently sur-
rounded the entire settlement and was repaired numerous times, though
it ceased to be used at the end of the Early Helladic Il period (2-13), b)
rectangular, normally one-room houses (14-15), and c) the large narrow rec-
tangular building BG, measuring 20xI2 m., from which a large clay hearth
with impressed decoration of a zigzag pattern on its im emerged.

The buildings of the third building phase were demolished, and in their
place a monumental two-story building measuring 25xI12 m. was built dur-
ing the fourth and final phase. This building is known as the “House of the
Tiles”. Its conventional name is owed to the host of clay roof tiles found
in its destruction level. It had stone foundations and a superstructure of
unbaked mud bricks, a main entrance on the east (XIll) and clay benches
along its exterior long sides. It followed the architectural type of “corridor
houses”, like the earlier building BG. Four rooms arrayed along its East-West
axis (V, VI, VII, XIl) were surrounded by long, narrow corridors along their
long sides (-1, VIII-X). Two small rooms (1, XI) were accessible only from
the exterior of the building. In room Xl there were found 143 clay sealings

bearing the impressions of around 60 seals. These were used to stamp the
contents of chests and storage jars.

The “House of the Tiles” was destroyed by fire before its completion.
[ts complex architecture, the sealings, and the fact that after its destruction
residents revered it by constructing above it a circular tumulus that marked
the site (16) testify to its having been the commercial and administrative
center of the entire surrounding region and suggest the presence of an early
urban system with centralized administration. Its destruction was probably
owed to the arrival of new inhabitants who later built new houses above
the tumulus (17) (Early Helladic Il period: late 3rd millennium: Lerna V) and
introduced new practices in architecture (apsidal houses) (19) and in pottery
(use of an early form of potter's wheel).

During the Middle Bronze Age (first three centuries of the 2nd millennium BC:
Lemna V) the settlement flourished (18,20-23) as agricuttural production became
more systematic and commercial relations developed with Aegina, the Aegean
islands, and Crete. The dead continued to be buried inside the settlement (24).

From the end of the Middle and the transition to the Late Bronze Age
(I700/1675-1600 BC: Lerna VI), two monumental shaft graves are preserved
(25-26) that were built inside the ruins of the “House of the Tiles” and
followed the corresponding type of rich Mycenaean tombs. During the
Mycenaean period (14th-13th c. BC: Lerna VII) the settlement continued to
prosper, though in the shadow of Mycenae and Tiryns.

The end of the Lerna settlement essentially came with the end of the
Bronze Age. Meager finds testify to limited use of the site during the his-

torical period. In the Roman period, a round kiln occupied part of the Early
Helladic fortification wall (27).
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