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Zto Apxaiohoyiké Mouceio puldocovtal ta eupripata

TOU TIPOEPXOVTAl amd TG AVAOKAPEG TNG apxaiag
Meoorjvng. To ktipio 16pU0Nke peta&l twv etwv 1968 kai
1972, g oikémedo dwpedg Tou opoyevolg A. Aatlolivn
mpog Vv ev ABrjvaig Apxaioloyikr Etaipeia, kar ktiotn-
Ke P TG 0dnyieg Tou avaokagéa tng apxaiag Meoorjvng
A. OpAdvdou.

H éxBeon avarmicoetar oe évav 6po@o, amoteAoUpevo

ané Tpeig aiBouces mou oxnuatiCouwy I. 2to 16dyelo Bpioko-

vial anobnKeutikol XOPol, £pyactripia ouvtrjpnong
Kal xwpol uvylevig. To 1977 o téte kabnyntig tou
[Navermotnuiou ©ecoarovikng . Aecriivns emipe-
MBnke v €kBeon yAUITIOV Kal avayAdpwy, TTou
Tpogpxoviav and TG TAAAIEG AVAOKAPES TwV
20@oUAn, Oikovépou kai OpAdvdou. Opws to
Mouoeio dev dvoige téte TG TUAES Tou, Adyw NG
un oAokArjpowong NG ékBeong.

H opiotkr ékBeon twv apxaiwv éyive amd
Tov kabnyntr I'. @€peAn, avaokagéa tng ap-
xafas Meoorjvng amndé 1o 1987 wg orjuepa,
agpoU mponyiOnkav eKTETapéves epyaoies
EMIOKEUWY KAl avakaivions Tou Kupiou
katd ta €m 1992-1998. To Mouoceio
eykavidoOnke emorpwg tov Mdpto
tou 2000, ondte Kal €yIVe EMOKEPILO
YId TO KOIVO.

Méow twwv exBepdtwy, ta omoia
eival and 1a mAéov QvVTMPOCWMEUTIKG
peTagy twv XINGSwv eupnudtwy Tou mporAdav kai
and TG mpdopates avackages TG apxaias Meoor)-
VNG, emxelpeital va SoBel otov eMOKETTN pia opal-
oIk eikéva NG Iotopikig eEENENS NG TTOANS,
aMd Kkal TG onPdoias TG oTov apxaio KOGHO.

AIOOYZA A
Anévavu and v eicodo Bpioketar otnpévo
1o emPBAnTKS, oxeddv aképalo dyahua Tou
Eppny, Uous 2,08 p. Mpdkeral yia pwudikd
avtiypago (los ar. p.X), To MEWTSTUMo ToU
oroiou Bewpeftal épyo TG oxolrig tou [o-
Aukheitou (4os al. X)) Kkai anodidetal oto
yvwotd ayahuatikd tino tou «Eppr| s Av-
Spouy. To dyalua Bpebnke mecpévo prpo-
otd oto Bd6po Tou, oe dwudtio TG SuTIKAG
otodq tou [upvaciou. AffTAa Tou exi- e
Betal aképaho dyaua ipatiopdpou :
nveupatikol dvdpa, Tou tautidetal
andé v emypagr) tou BdBpou
tou pe tov TiRépio Khaudio

he Archaeological Museum houses finds from excavations at ancient

Messene. The building was erected between 1968 and 1972 on a plot
donated by D. Latzounis, an expatriate Greek, to the Archaeological
Society of Athens, and was designed according to the recommendations
of A. Orlandos, the excavator of ancient Messene.

The exhibition occupies an upper storey of the Museum, in three
rooms forming an L shape. The ground floor is given over to
storerooms, conservation laboratories and toilets. In 1977,
Professor G. Despinis, then at the University of Thessa-
loniki, designed the display of sculptures and reliefs, which
came from the earlier excavations of Sophoulis, Oikono-
mos and Orlandos.The Museum did not open at that time,
however, since the display was not carried to completion.

The final display of antiquities was supervised by Profes-
sor P. Themelis, who has excavated ancient Messene from
[987 to the present. It was preceded by extensive repair
and renovation work on the building in the years 1992-1998.

The Museum was officially inaugurated in March 2000, when
it opened its doors to the public.

The exhibits, which consist of the most representative of
the thousands of finds yielded also by the recent excava-
tions of ancient Messene, try to give visitors a comprehen-

sive picture of the history of the city and its importance in
the ancient world.

ROOMA

Opposite the entrance stands the impressive, almost
intact statue of Hermes, 2.80 m. high. It is a Roman
copy (Ist c. AD) of an original that is thought to have
been the work of the school of Polykleitos (4th c.
BC), which is assigned to the type of the “Hermes
of Andros”. The statue was discovered fallen in
front of its pedestal in a room in the west stoa of
the Gymnasium. Next to it is displayed a headless
statue of an intellectual wearing a himation, who is
identified by the inscription on the base as Tiberius
Claudius Niceratus. The headless nude torso, which
was also found in a room in the Gymnasium, is an excellent
Roman copy (Ist c. BC) of Polykleitos's Doryphoros (Spear-bearer),
and probably depicts a demigod or hero. The two wall-cases in
this room contain terracotta figurines and votive plaques with relief
representations from the sanctuary of the hero, Demeter and the
Dioskouroi (7th-4th c. BC), and also pottery and lamps found in a
well in the orchestra of the theatre-like Ekklesiasterion (assembly
hall), where they were thrown in the early 3rd c. BC.

ROOM B

A large part of this room, in the centre of which is a
model of the Asklepieion, is occupied by sculptures



Niknpdtou. O axképahos yupvos koppds, TTou BEEBNKe emions oe XWEO Tou
lupvaoiou, amotelel pwpdikéd avtlypago (los ar mX), dpiotns Téxvng, tou
Aopupdpou tou [NoAukAeitou kar ameikoviCel mbavétata kdmolov nuibeo r
fowa. 2Tg So emtoixies MpobBrikeg g dias aBoucag mapouacidlovtal -
Ava eidwNia kai avadnuatikd maxidia, e avdyAupes Mapactdoelg, MPogEXo-
peva and 1o 1gpd tou fewog, TG Afunteog kar Twv AlookoUpwy (70s-40s
al. X)), Kabs Kal Kepapikr Kar Auxvol, ou Bpébnkav péoa oe Tyddi otnv
opxfiotpa tou Beatpoeidols ExkAnolaotnpiou, émou eixav amoppigBei otg
dpxég Tou 3ou al. X,

AI©OYZA B

270 KEVTPO Tns aifouoas unidpxel pia Paketa Tou AckAnieioy, eva peydho
pépos G katahapPdvouy yAurTtd Tou ovopaotoU Katd v apxaidtnta Meo-
orjviou yAUTTtn Aapogmvtos (Tepiodos akpris tou 210-180 m.X.), mou Bpébnkav
oe didpopa oikodopruata g Meoorvng. ZexwpiCouv Ta aképaia aydhuata
tou Maxdovos kai tou [Nodaleipiou, kabws kar To umep@uoIkol PeyEBous
Ke@AN Tou ©nPBafou HoakAj kai to apiotepd tou méAua. Emions, to kabiotd
dyahua s KuPéAns, to ke@dN pappdpivou aydAuatos Tou amelkoviCel Tov
AnéMwva kai Opalopa ané to dyaiua s Tuxns. Sty idia aifouoa extiBe-
vtal Tpia aydhuata iepeidv ts Opbias kai teoodpwv Kopascidwy mou puridn-
Kav oto 1gpd s ApTEpISos. 2To dkpo tns idias aBoucas, Se€id s elcddou,
@Nogeveftal pia katd to ruiou owlbpevn aoBectohiBiky) otiAn EppnparAr,
o utrjp&e avdbnua tou PiMiddou, yiou tou Néwvog (3os ar. X.). I8iaftepo
evdiapépov Tapouoidlel To mapakeiievo oAdyAupo olumieypa Aiovtapiol
riou kataorapdooel eAdgl. To YAUTTIO TIPOEPXETAl amd TO TEIGOXNUO TAPIKS
pvnueio Kl, toug opBootdtes tou omoiou éotepe Pappdpivn (weopos e avd-
yAupn mapdotacn eEAaQICV, AINOUPOEISKY, OKUAWY KAl YPUTTV.

AIOOYZAT

270 KéVtpo tns aibouoas Seomdlel oxeddv aképaio o Baupdoio dyaiua
NG Aptépidos Aappias, Upous |34 p. H Bed otnpiCetal pe to apiotepd s
XEPI OE KOPUO Sévdpou, eV e To uPwpévo Se&f avaolper BENos amd T gpa-
pgtpa. [Mpdkertal yia pwpdikd avtlypapo, iows mpa&réAeiou mpotdnou. Amd
1a ekBépata s idias alBoucas EexwpiCel éva dyalua autokpdtopa (iows
Kdvotas A") kai to kepdAi kal ta média pappdpivou aydhuatos Eppry, €pya
Tou dlou TomikoU epyactnpiou, ou Prmopolv va xpovoioynBolv ctov 4o a.
u.X. Emions éva NiBivo Exataio tou 3ou-20u ar. 1.X., TTou eikoviel v ApTé-
uida og TpeIg diagopeTikols TUMoug, YUpw amd €vav KIovioko. Aképaio Kai
oe e&aipetkry diatrjpnon extiBetal oy idia aifouca to pappdpivo dyahua
NG Bedg loidag wg lMeAayiag, mpootdudag wv vautkayv. Hrav otnpévo oe
KOYXN TG pwudikig oknvrAg tou Bedtpou tng Meoorivng (api. up. 12000)
(uéoa 20u ai. uX). 2us dUo emroixies MPobrikeg TG aibouoas extiBetar ke-
PAIKr Kal KUpiws AuxvApIa yVwoTtwv KOPIVOIaKWV epyactnpiwy Pe avayAupes
napactdoei (20s al. p.X.), kabws kar didpopol Tinor Aixvwy andé v apxaia
Meoorjvn, and tov 3o ai. X €wg Tov lo al. uX. Xtov e§hotn tou Iooyeiou
Kkar oto aiBpio tou Mouoceiou purdooovtal didpopa everiypaga Bdbpa ayah-
pdtwy, emtlpPies oTAeg Kar emypages, kabws kai pia omdvia ABivn otriAn pe
onueia HOUOIKAG.

by the Messenian sculptor Damophon, who was famous in ancient times (flo-
ruit 210-180 BC). They were found in various buildings in Messene. Outstand-
ing amongst them are the headless statues of Machaon and Podaleirios, and
the larger than life-size head of the Herakles Thebaios and its left foot; also
the seated statue of Cybele, the head of a marble statue depicting Apollo, and
a fragment of the statue of Tyche (Fortune). This room also contains three
statues of priestesses of Orthia and four girls who were initiates in the sanctu-
ary of Artemis. At the end of the room, to the right of the entrance, is the
half-preserved limestone stele of Herm of Herakles, which was dedicated by
Philliadas, son of Neon (3rd c. BC). The group next to it is highly interesting:
it is carved in the round and depicts a lion pulling down a deer. This sculpture
comes from the lM-shaped funerary monument K, the orthostates of which
were crowned by a marble frieze with a relief representation of deer, felines,
dogs and griffins.

ROOMT

The centre of this room is dominated by the superb, virtually intact statue
of Artemis Laphria, 1.34 m. high. The goddess leans with her left arm on
a tree trunk, and draws an arrow from her quiver with her raised right
hand. The work is a Roman copy, possibly of an original by Praxiteles. Of
the other exhibits in this room, we may single out a statue of an emperor
(possibly Constans 1) and the head and legs of a marble statue of Hermes,
both produced by the same local workshop and dating from the 4th c. AD;
also a stone Hekataion of the 3rd-2nd c. BC, depicting Artemis in three
different types, set around a colonnette. On exhibit in the same gallery is
an intact and exceptionally well-preserved marble statue of the goddess
Isis-Pelagia, protectress of sailors. The statue was set in a niche of the Ro-
man stage in the theatre of Messene (inv. no. 12000) (mid-2nd c. AD). The
two wall-cases in this room contain pottery, mainly lamps from well-known
Corinthian workshops with relief representations (2nd c¢. AD) and various
types of lamps from Messene, dating from the 3rd c. BC to the Ist c. AD.
Various inscribed statue bases, grave stelai and inscriptions, and a rare stone
stele bearing ancient musical notation, are kept on the ground-floor veranda
and in the atrium of the Museum.
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