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Kdpipog, n pikpdtepn oe éktaon amd TG TPEIG apxaieg MOAeIG Tou
podiakol Kpdtoug, Bpioketar oto Sutikd TurApa Tou vnolou. [le-
PIOCOTEPO AMOPOVWUEVN Kal ouvInENTKY amd tnv epropiks) Aivdo Kai
v apiotokpatikr lalucd, Siatripnoe oe OAn tn Sidpkeia NG apxai-
OtNTag aypotkd Xapaktipd. «ApyIVOEVIa» TNV amoKaAel xapaktnpl-
oukd o Opnpog, avapepdpevog oto elpopo dpyihwdeg €6agdg Tng.
Ta apxaidtepa ixvn Katoiknong otnv eupltepn meploxr) g Kapipou,
v Kapipida, avdyovtar otoug puknvaikolsg Xpdvous, OMwG QAavepwVel TO
vekpotageio Tou amokaAlpOnke oto xwpid KaraBdpda. H yewpetpikr kai
apxaikr) Kduipog eivar yvwotr| kuping ané ta vekpotageia tng oe B€oeig
yUpw amd tnv apxaia méAn. Ao to vekpotageio oto Makpu Aayydvi ripo-
£oxetal kal n otiAn g Kprtodg kar Tipapiotag, mepipnuo €pyo tng KAaoi-
kiG MAaoTikrg, Tou ektiBetal oto Mouoeio tng Pédou.
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K;amiros, the smallest of the three ancient cities forming the Rhodian
tate, is in the west part of the island. More isolated and conservative
than commercial Lindos and aristocratic lalysos, it retained its rural char-
acter throughout antiquity. Homer describes it as “arginoeis”, a reference
to its fertile, argillaceous soil.

The earliest traces of occupation in the broader area of Kamiros, the
Kamiris, go back to Mycenaean times, as is demonstrated by the cemetery
discovered at the village of Kalavarda. Geometric and Archaic Kamiros
are known mainly from cemeteries, located around the ancient city. The
cemetery at Makry Langoni has yielded the stele of Krito and Timarista,
a famous piece of Classical sculpture, now on display in the Rhodes Mu-
seum.
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2TOV EMOKEYIPO APXAIOAOYIKO XWPO 0WlovVTal Td €PEMMA TG EMNVIOTIKAG
néAnG g Kapfpou, mou avoikodopribnke peTd Tov KAtaotpoPikd OeIopd
Tou 226 mX. otV idia O€on Srou urEXe OIKIGHGG 8N amoé Toug apxaikoug
XPOVOUG.

H néAn amotelel xapaktnpiotikd Sefypa g eMnviotikig xwpoppubpi-
ag kal moAeodopiag pe ™ Siaipeot] NG o (wveg dnudoiag Kkar ISIWTIKAG
xprong, v apgiBeatpikry didta&n ot @uoikr TAayid Tou Ad@ou Kal Toug
KdBeta tepvépevoug dpduouc. ‘Hrav xwpiopévn ot tpia dvioa pépn: a) oto
kdww emimedo, mou amoteholoe éva eidog ayopds, BpnokeuTIKoy Xapaktr-
pa, B) otn {wvn Pe TG IBIWTIKEG KATOIKIEG oTnV TTAQyId Tou Adgou, Kal y) otV
akEOTIoAN OtV Kopu@r.

270 Bopeiodutikd dkpo NG TAGTEIAg TNG KPrvNG UP®VOVTal Ol avaotnAw-
pévol kioveg dwpikol vaoy, «diotulou ev TIAPAcTdoly, TTOU XPOVOAOYE(Tal
oto TéAog Tou 3ou-apxég Tou 2ou al X lowg rjtav agiepwpévog otov
0ed AndMwva.

Avatolikd tou vaou exteivetal n Aeyépevn MAatela tng Kprjvng, évag op-
Boywviog unaiBpiog xwpog pe moAudpIBueg everiypageg Bdoelg agiepwud-
wv. H kprjvn Beiokdtav otn véua mieupd tng mAateiag. Tnv mpdooyr| tnNg
oxnududav ol 6 avaotAwpévol orjpepa dwpikol nuikioveg pe Aibiva otnBaia
avdpeod Toug, evey auéowg Tiow amd tnv mpdooyn umrjpxe avoixtr] dega-
pevr} Tou vepou, mou avéPhule amd kpouvolg. H kprjvn, mou oikodopriBnke
OTOUG UOTEPOKAAOIKOUG XPAVOUG, KaTapyrBnKe oTiG dpXéG Tou 3ou al. X,
Kal otn Béon g Siapopewbnke pia deltepn pIkpdTEPN TAGTEIQ PE TIYAd!
OTO KEVIPO TNG.

Amévavt ané tnv mAateia g kprivng owleTal €va 1gpd EMNVICTIKGV XpO-
vwv pe Bwpolg oto eowtepikd MepIBOAou, apiepwiévo otoug Beols Kal
Toug fpweg NG Kapipou. Mpdkertar mbavétata yia to yvwotd and Tg -
YPAPES lepobuteiov tng Kapipou.

Ta gpefma twv oIki®V NG MOANG diatdocovtal otg TAayIEG Tou Ad@ou,
Se€1d kar apiotepd TG Kevipikrg 0doU Tou ouvdEel To KATtw eMMedo pe TV
akpOToAN. ZexwpiCouv SUo olkieg ota avatoAikd Tou SPOHOU [E EOWTEPIKES
TEPIOTUAEG QUAEG Kal TTiow amd To 1gpd Pe Toug Pwpolg Asiava Aoutpod,
dnudoiou mbavdtata xapaktripd.

2TV akpdmoAn tng Kapipou Bpiokdtav to tépevog thg ABnvdg Kapipd-
dog, amd 1o omoio diatnpolvtal oto VAT TPARA ToU MAQTWHATOG TUHa-
ta mepifdiou kal BepéNia vaou, mbavotata MePTEPOU, ToU TEAOUG Tou
3ou-apxwv tou 20U ar mX.

ISiaftepa eviunwolakr eival n peydhn Se&apevr) Bopeia tou vaoy, mou
xpovooyeital otov 60-50 ar. X, H de&apevr| katapyriBnke oto téAog Tou
30u-apx€éG Tou 20u ar. X, étav Katd PrKog Tou MAJTWHATOG TNG AKPOTIo-
AngG oikoSoprOnke peydAn otod. H otod, oxrjpatog avoixtol M kai urikoug
200 p., eixe otnv mpdooyr| TG SImAr| kiovootoixia Swpikol puBpoy Kai
KATAoTAPATA OTo Tiow PéPOG. Aéomole Mdvw and tnv MOAN oav emPBANTIKO
OKNVIKG Kal TPOOPEPE OTOUG Katoikoug Tng apxaiag Kapipou, omwg Kai
OToV ONUEPIVO ETIOKETTN, TTavopapikr) B€a mpog tn 8diacoa kai ) yipw
aypoTikr mepIoXH.

In the area of the archaeological site that is open to visitors are pre-
served the ruins of the Hellenistic city of Kamiros, which was rebuilt after
a devastating earthquake in 226 BC. There had been a settlement on this
same site from as early as the Archaic period.

The city is a characteristic example of Hellenistic urban layout and
design, with its division into zones of public and private buildings, its
arrangement around the natural slopes of the hill, and its chess-board
system of streets. Kamiros was divided into three unequal parts: a) the
lowest level, which formed a kind of agora, with a religious character; b)
a zone with private dwellings on the side of the hill; and c) the acropolis
on the summit.

At the north-west edge of the Fountain square stand the restored
columns of a Doric temple, with two columns in antis, which dates from
the late 3rd-early 2nd c. BC. It was possibly dedicated to the god Apollo.

To the east of the temple is the so-called Fountain square, a rectangu-
lar open area with a large number of inscribed votive bases. The fountain
was on the south side of the square. Its facade consisted of 6 Doric
half-columns, now restored, linked by stone closure slabs. Immediately
behind this was an open cistern containing water, which gushed from
water-spouts. The fountain was built in late Classical times and modified
at the beginning of the 3rd c. BC, when a second, smaller square was laid
out on the site, with a well at the centre.

Opposite Fountain square is preserved a Hellenistic sanctuary dedi-
cated to the gods and heroes of Kamiros, with altars within an enclosure.
This was probably the Hierothyteion of Kamiros, known from inscriptions.

The ruins of the houses of the city are arranged on the slopes of the
hill, to right and left of the main street linking the lowest level with the
acropolis. There are two outstanding dwellings to the east of this street,
with interior peristyle courtyards; behind the sanctuary with the altars
are the remains of a bath-house, which was probably a public building.

On the acropolis of Kamiros was the sacred precinct of Athena Kami-
ras. Parts of the enclosure wall are preserved in the south part of the
plateau, as well as the foundations of a temple, probably peripteral, dat-
ing from the late 3rd-early 2nd c. BC.

There is a very impressive cistern to the north of the temple, dating
from the 6th-5th c. BC. This cistern fell into disuse in the late 3rd-early
2nd c. BC, when a large stoa was erected along the acropolis plateau.
The stoa had the shape of the Greek letter I and was 200 m long. On
its facade was a double colonnade in the Doric order, and there were
shops in the rear. It formed an imposing backdrop dominating the city
and offered the inhabitants of ancient Kamiros, as it does the modern
visitor, a panoramic view over the sea and the surrounding agricultural
area.
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