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Koopnukr ZuMovyr| 1&ptbnke to 1966 and v Apxaioroyik Ymnpeoia

Awdekavrioou. H mieiovdtnta twv avikeévwy Tou anotéAecay Tov Tu-
priva g ZuMovyrig eixe ouykevipwBel ota xpdvia g rtakokpatiag arnd t Aa-
oypdpo Marica Montessanto. H mowtn ékBeon twv aviKelpévwy aut®v eixe vi-
vel ané toug ltaholg oto Ebvoypapiké Mouceio Awdekavrioou, Tou oteyald-
Tav oto Toupkikd apxovtkd Villaragut tg 0dou Immotav.

Metd v evowpdtwon g Awdexaviioou (1948), Ta avuikeiyeva g 2ZuMo-
yAG TTou gixav eMnviKr TpogAeuon diaxwpiotnkav amné ta urdoima kai o 1964
Eexivnoe n diadikaoia emavéxkBeorig Toug oto mmotikd ktrjpio g Omobrikng,
otmv mAateia Apyupokdotpou. [apdMnAa, n ZuMovr| epmioutiotnke pe véa
aroktriuata, dnwg EuAdyAurTa avuikeipeva amnd tn 20pn, Avdiakd mdta kar Svo
orepPépia, kKabwg kar pe evdupaoieq mpogpxdpeveg and tov dwdexkavnolakd
aMd kai Tov unidomo eMadikéd xwpo. Katd ) diadikacia emavéxBeong twv
avukelpévwy g ZuMoyng (1964-1966) &66nke idiaftepn €ugpacn oty mpoBo-
N Twv ekBepdtwv TIdvw OTIG AEUKEG ETTIQAVEIEG TOU E0WTEPIKOU Tou Ktnpiou. Ku-
pla eMdinEN Twv SlopyavwT®V rTav N MaPOoUciach Twv aVIKEIUEVWY OE XAPoU-
pevoug xpwpatikolg ocuvduaopolg kai n dnuioupyia piag atpdoeaipag avd-
Aoyng He exeivn Tou MKPAToUoE OTO E0WTEPIKS TV OV TG Awdekavr-
oou ota xpdvia tng Toupkokpatiag (1522-1912). Ia tov Adyo autd n €kbeon twv
QVTIKEIPEVWY v akohoUBnoe Tov auotnpd SIaxwpIopd ToUG O KATnyopieg Kal
€idn. AvtiBeta, kataBAriBnke onuavikr) MooomndBeia yia T CUVONIK TTapouoia-
orj Toug Kdtw and To YWMPIoPA NG Adiki G KOoUNTIKAG eveTNTag.

>N onpepiviy InG Hop@r} N Koopnikd ZuMoyr mepiAapBdver avikeipeva mou
mipoépxovtal tooo and v EBvoypapikr] ZuMoyr Twv ltahdv kai to Aaoypa-
@IkS Apxeio Awdekaviioou 600 kar and SwPEES, AvaoKaPES Kal KATAOXETEIG
G Apxalohoyikrg Yrnpeoiag Awdexkavijoou. H ZuMoyr, xwpig va emdidkel

v avanapdotaocn G wrg twv Awdekavnoiwy ata xpdvia NG TOUPKOKPa-
Tiag, anoteAel onuavtikr ékppaocn g Kahaiobnoiag Twv KAtoikwy Twv vnolov
KaTd TOUG VESTEPOUG XPOVOUG.

To olvolo twv avikewévwy NG 2UMoynG Kadrmel éva eupl @doua Twv
Spaotnplotitwy twv Awdekavnoiwv and tov 6o €wg tg apxég tou 2000 ar-
ova. Kevtrjuata, EuASyAUTTTa, aviikeideva JeTaMOTeXVIAG kal Kepapikrig armote-
AoUv oUVOTTTKA TO GUVOAO TwV eKBEUdTWY TNG.

Ta kepapikd avtikeijeva Tou extiBevtal oToug XWPOoUg TG Iapoucidlouy on-
HavTK) TIOIKIANIG WG TPOG TNV TMPogAeuoT| Toug. Avdpecd Toug cuvavtdpe Sefy-
pata g kepapikrg Tou lznik (Nikaiag) tou 16ou-18ou al, ywwotrig maraidtepa
e v ovopaoia podiakr| kepapikr, mdta and appevikd epyactripia g Kiou-
Tdxelag, otdpveq e Maotikd avbpwrndpopeo 1 tepatdpopgo didkoopo, Ti-
rou Toavdk-Karé, Sefypata vidmag kepapikiig and xwpid g PéSou (kupiwg
and 1a xwpld Kookivou kai Apxdyyeho) Kai Kepauikd eupwrTaikr|G TIOOEAEUCNG
petady 18ou €wg kar 2000 aiva.

A&idAoyo trpa g 2uMoyrg KatahauPdvouv ta EuASyAUTTTa aviikeieva,
Tiou avurpoowrelouv TN diakdounon Twv oty G Awdekavrioou. [Mpdkel-
Tal yia Kaoéheg pe EuAOYAUTTTO Kal yparmtd Sidkoopo, {wypapIoTous KOOHITEG
«apmatapwvy» tou 18ou aiwva and v MNdtuo, defypata Adikrg veokhaoikig Te-
XvotpoTiag and 1t 2Uun, orwg pouodvipa, EuhdyAurtta eppdpia, Kabpéptng,
pdoi kai eikovootdol Tou 19ou aiwva, coupdg amnd to xwpid Kookivou tng Po-
dou, kouvia pe EUASYAUTTTO SidKoopo, apyaleidg Kal avepn.

To olvoro Twv avTKeIPEVWY TG ZUMOYAG, KevTuata, EUNOYAUITLa, aviikeije-
Va JETAMOTEXVIAG Kal KEPAUIKAG, aTié Ta péoa tou 1bou éwg Ta péoa tou 2000
aiva, katadeikvUel TG OXECEIG Kal TG 5pactneIdtnteg twv Awdexkavnoiwv pe
Tov alyaiakd, Tov EMNVIKS, aMd Kai Tov eupUtepo xwpo g Mecoyeiou.




he Decorative Arts Collection was founded in 1966 by the Archaeological
Service of the Dodecanese. The majority of the objects that formed the
nucleus of the Collection were assembled at the time of the Italian occupation
of the islands by the ethnographer Marica Montessanto. They were originally
put on display by the Italians in the Ethnographic Museum of the Dodecanese,
which was then housed in the Villaragut Ottoman mansion in Ippoton Street.

After the annexation of the Dodecanese by Greece in 1948, the objects
of Greek provenance in the Collection were separated from the rest and, in
1964, they were put on display again, in the Hospitaller Armoury building in
Argyrokastrou Square. At the same time, the Collection was enriched by new
acquisitions, such as wood-carved items from Symi, Lindian plates and two
sperveria (embroidered bed canopies), and also with folk costumes from the
Dodecanese and elsewhere in Greece. In the new display (1964-1966) every
effort was made to set the exhibits against the white interior surfaces of the
building. The main objective of the organisers was to present the artefacts
in cheerful colour combinations and to create an atmosphere similar to that
found in the interior of houses in the Dodecanese at the time of the Otto-
man occupation (1522-1912). Accordingly, the order in which the objects were
displayed did not follow a strict classification by category or style. On the
contrary, an attempt was made to group them according to popular decora-
tive schemes.

In its present form, the Decorative Arts Collection contains objects drawn
both from the Ethnographic Collection of the Italians and the Folk Arts Ar-
chive of the Dodecanese, and from donations, excavations and confiscations
by the Archaeological Service of the Dodecanese. Though it does not at-
tempt to recreate the life of the inhabitants of the Dodecanese during the

Ottoman period, the Collection is an important expression of the taste of the
islanders in recent times.

The objects in the Collection cover a wide spectrum of activities in the
Dodecanese from the 16th to the early 20th century. Embroideries, wood-
carvings, metal artefacts and pottery form the content of the exhibition.

The ceramic objects on display in the rooms of the Collection come from
a wide variety of places. Amongst them are to be found examples of Iznik
(Nikaia) pottery dating from the 16th-18th century, which was earlier known
as Rhodian pottery; plates from Armenian workshops at Kitahya; Canakkale
pitchers with relief decoration of human figures or monsters; examples of lo-
cal pottery from the villages of Rhodes (mainly from Koskinou and Archagge-
los); and pottery of European origins dating from the 18th and 20th century.

A notable part of the Collection consists of wood-carved objects, repre-
sentative of the decoration of homes in the Dodecanese: chests with wood-
carved and painted decoration, 18th-century painted friezes from Patmos,
examples of popular neoclassical art from Symi, wood carved panels, a mirror,
a shelf and a I8th-century icon-stand, a sofa from the village of Koskinou on
Rhodes, a cradle with wood-carved decoration, a loom, and a spinning-wheel.

Whether embroidery, wood-carvings, metal objects or pottery, the Collec-
tion's artifacts, illustrate the connections within the Dodecanese region, the
contacts with the coasts of Asia Minor, Cyprus, the northemn Aegean islands
as well as the linking posts within the broader Mediterranean basin between
the 16th and the early 20th century.
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