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€1d Vv neaioteiakr €ékpnén tou [7ou ar. mX. Mou KatakepUdTIoE TN
Orjpa kai €Bayge v MpoicTopikr) MOAN oto Akpwtrip! Kdtw and ma-
XIEG aMOBECEIG NPAICTEIAKOV UNIKQV, TO vnol pével épnuo yia aiwveg. Or
JPXAIONOYIKEG HapTUpieg Seixvouv &Ti eMavakatolketal ota TEAn NG Tpoi-
OTOPIKAG EMOXAG YIa KdMolo IdoTNua, ouoTNUAtIKd SpWG Kal Xwpig dia-
Kot katolketal and tov 8o ai. mX, oToug I0ToPIKOUG Ta XpAvoug, étav
eykabiotavial Awpleig droikor amé ) Zmdptn pe apxnyd tov ©Orpa, otov
omoio o@eilel kal To dvopd tou. To vnoi, oto omoio avamicoovtal APKETol
olkiopof o Sidpopeg BEaelg, amoteAel pia autdvopn Kpatiky ovtdtntd, Ty
TOAN-KpdTog TG Orpag, Ye aoTikG KEVIPO, KEVIPO SloIkNTIKS Kal Bpnokeu-
TS 0g OAN TV aEXaidTNTa, TNV OPWVUUN Tou oIKioTH ©rjpa moAn.
O drmoikol 1&pUouv v TOAN otov Adpo (Méoa Bouvd) tou mpongar-
otelakoy Tupriva yng tou vnolou, Tou Seomdlel OTn VOTIOAvatoAKr) aktr
Tou avdpeca og MedIAdeC NealoTelakiG TEPEag, oe Bon otpatnyikr, He
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Naiidpio peooBulavuivwv xpévay Middle Byzantine church
lepd (‘Hpag;) Sanctuary (of Hera?)

lepd Agpoditng Sanctuary of Aphrodite

Hpwo Aptepidwpou Heroon of Artemidoros
Mahaioxpiouiavikr Bacihikr Early Christian basilica
«Tépevog Aptepidopoun “Temenos of Artemidoros”
7i-iii. Ayopd Agora

Nadg Aiovioou Temple of Dionysos

Baoihikr} Ztod Basilike Stoa

10. Pwpaikd Aoutpd Roman baths

1. «Oikia g Tuxng» “House of Tyche”

12. ©¢éatpo Theater
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fter the I7th c. BC volcanic eruption that shattered Thera, burying the

prehistoric city at Akrotiri beneath thick layers of volcanic deposits, the
island remained deserted for centuries. Archaeological evidence shows that
it was resettled at the end of the prehistoric era for some time. However,
it was systematically and continuously inhabited only from the 8th c. BC, in
the historical era, when Dorian colonists from Sparta settled there under
the leadership of Theras, to whom it owes its name. The island, on which
a fair number of settlements developed at various sites, comprised an au-
tonomous entity with an urban core (the city-state of Thera, named after its
founder) that served as both administrative and religious center.

The colonists founded the city on the hill (Mesa Vouno) of the pre-vol-
canic core of land on the island overlooking the southeastern coast and lying
between plains of volcanic ash. The location was a strategic one, controlling
the southeastern Aegean; it was naturally fortified, and near cultivable land

. Oikog «Baagidiotdvy Establishment of “Basilistai”
. lepd AméMwva Mubiou Sanctuary of Apollo Pythios

lepd Alyuntivv Oeayv Sanctuary of the Egyptian Gods

. «Ktrjpio ©pnokeutikot Zuldyouy “Establishment of Religious Association”

lepd MroAepaiou * Sanctuary of Ptolemy I

. lepd AmdMwva Kapveiou Sanctuary of Apollo Karneios

«MAateia lupvoraidigvy “Terrace of Gymnopaidiai”

. Tupvdoio E@rifwv Gymnasium of the Ephebes

Pwpaikd Aoutpd Roman baths

. Hpwo - Nadg Euayyehiopol mg ©eotdiou Heroon - Church of the Annunciation
. «lupvdaio MroAepaikrig Ppoupde» “Gymnasium of the Ptolemaic Garrison’
. Atoikntripio Mrolepaikrig Ppoupdg Prolemaic Garrison Post



€\eyxo Tou votioavatoAikoU Alyafou, amé tn guon g oxupr, Kovtd og KaA-
NepyAOIMEG eKTdoEIG Kal eUAipEVEG akTEG. /AIBSoTPWTOl SpSHOI OTIG TIAQYIEG
TOU auxéva avdpeoa otov AS@o Kai Tov opeivd dyko ota BA. (Mpoertng
HAfag) ouvdéouv v mOAN Pe Tov KAPTO Kal TG aktég, mou ISpUovtal Ta
eriveid tng, Ofa (Kapdpr) kar EAeuoiq (Mepicoa). E&w amd tnv moAn, otg
TAQYIEG TWV OPEIVWV OXNUATIOU®Y, AMA®VOVTAIl Ta VEKPOTAPEa TNG.

H méAn exteivetal otnv emprikn pdxn tou Adgpou, pe Kiplo d&ova pia 06
Tou TN SIatpéxel Katd TO PAKOG TNG. 2Ta amdKenuva, otevd ry ektebeigéva
otoug avédoug dkpa NG @IAogevoulvial Tomol AQTPEias, eve) OTO OXETKA
amndvepo kal eUPUTEPO KeVIPIKS THAHA TNG avartooeTdl n KATOIKNPEVN Tie-
ploxr|. Méoa ota mepiopiopéva amnd tn poppoAoyia Tou eddpoug dpid TG,
n MoAN diatnpel TV apxikr TNG Sopr| Kal TTApapével PIKPOV OXeTIKG d1aotd-
oewv og OAn T Sidpkeia Tou Biou TG,

YmnaiBpia 1epd, vaoi, npwa, dnudoia ktrjpia, Béatpo, ayopd, Kataotiuata,
OUVOIKIEG E KATOIKIEG Kal éva dpTio 08Ik SIKTUO e AMOXETEUTIKO oUoTNUa
OUVOETOLY TV EIkdVa TNG TIOANG TTOU EPEPAV OTO PWG Of AVACKAPEG, UdPTUPA
NG Hoprig TTou eixe ma AdBel Tov 20 ar. p.X, oty Uotepn @don tou Biou TG

Ma ™ poper} g otoug apxdikolg-khaoikols (7o0g-4og al. T1X.) xpdvoug Aiya
efval yvwotd, kabwg n ouvexr|g katofknon Sev enétpee va Siacwbolv apketd
Towia olkodopikd katdhoima. H Ayopd, pia diardtuven tng kipiag odol oto
péoov NG TIOANG, TOMOG AQTPEIAg Kal OUYKEVIPWONG, ITav TIEPIOPIOKEVN OTO
VOTIGTEPO aMd Ta MAQTWATA TIOU anoTeAoUV TV TEAIKF) HOP@r] TNG, KAl Ta orfua,
xuopéva mbavag mdvw oe pikpd dvonpa, gaivetar éu katahduBavav pévo myv
andvepn mepioxr] yUpw te. Makpid, oto véTo-voToavatoNkd dkpo NG PAXNG,
15pUetal To KJpIo KévTPo AaTpeiag Twv Onpaiwy, pe e§éxouca Aatpeia autr Tou
AndMwva Kapveiou. Exel Bpioketal kar o x@pog ekmaideuong twv eriBwy.

2NV eEMnVIoTIKr €Moxr] N TIOAN TIdipVel véa poper] kal TapdAnAa emexteivetal
onuavtkd. H évtovn oikodopikr) dpactnpidtnta mou avarmiooetal aviavarkid
v akur G Orjpag and g apxég tou 3ou ai X péxpl to 145 mX, dtav
Bpioketal dpxikd ot o@aipa EMEPEONG Kal pySTeRA AMOTEAE! KTrjorn Kal VauTikr
Bdon twv lMtoAepaiwy, povapxdv Tou eMnviotikol BaciAeiou g Aiyrrou. H
Ayopd enexteivetal, xtidovtal Peyarorper| dnudoia Kurjoia, ol Témol AaTpeiag
mAnBaivouv kar 15pUovtal igpd TMPog TRV Eévwy Beotritwy Kal Twv [Mtolepaiwy
Baoiréwv, o1 Adatpeieg twv omoiwv eiodyovtal v nepiodo autr. Tnv enoxr| autr,
dMworte, gaivetal ét Siapop@mvovtal ol HeydAeg vnofdeg Kal kataokeuddovtal
Ta dvdnpa mou kabopiCouv v eikdva G MOANG. [Mdvw ota véa, peyalitepa
autd dvénpa xtiovtal eupUxwpea oTfta e TePIoTUND. H katolknuévn Tepioxr
AnMAQVETAl TIAEOV KAl OF eKTEDEINEVA OTOUG AVEHIOUG PEPN TG PAXNG.

2Toug pwpdikolg autokpatopikols xpdvoug (lo-20 ar. pX.) n Ayopd emextei-
vetal N, kataokeuddovtar Snudaia Aoutpd Kal YivovTal EKTETAPEVES ETIOKEUEG-
petatporég oe dnudoia kai 18IwTiKd Ktrjoia.

A tov 3o ar. pX. n oA mapakudlel, KaToIKetal TIAVIwG Kai PETd TO TEAOG
NG aEXAIGTNTAG, OTOUG TTAAAIOXPIoTIAVIKOUG Xpdvoug (4og-606 al. p.X.). Tov 8o
al. uX Mpoopépel Kataglyio and TG apaPIkég MOPOPEG OTOUG KATOIKOUG TwV
eMveiwv Tou XTiCouv TPdXeIPa KataAJpata avdpeod otd pICOEPEIMWHEVA Tiid
Ktrjpid TG Aiyo apydtepa malel va KATOIKETal OPIoTIKA.

H Apxaia ©rjpa amokaAdpBnke pe TG avaokapeg eupeiag khuakag tou lep-
pavou Hiller von Gaertringen (1896-1902). Eupriuata twv avackapov extievial
oto Apxaioroyiké Mouaeio ota ®npd.

and coasts with good harbors. Paved roads on the slopes of the pass be-
tween the hill and the mountain massif to the northwest (Profitis llias) con-
nected the city with the fields and the coast where its harbors, Oia (Kamari)
and Eleusis (Perissa), were founded. Its cemeteries were spread over the
mountainous slopes outside the city.

The city extended along the long, narrow ridge of the hill, with main axis a
road that traversed it lengthwise. Its steep, narrow, or exposed edges hosted
cut sites, while the inhabited area developed in its relatively shettered and wider,
central section. Within its boundaries, which were limited by the terrain, the city
preserved its original structure, and remained relatively small throughout its life.

Open-air sanctuaries, temples, heroa, public buildings, a theater, an agora,
shops, neighborhoods with residences, and a well-developed road network
complete with drainage system made up the picture of the city that excava-
tions brought to light, witness to the form it had assumed in the 2nd c. AD
during the later phase of its existence.

Little is known about the form of the city during the Archaic and Classical
periods (7th-4th c. BC), since continuous habitation did not allow the pres-
ervation of sufficient early building remains. The Agora, a place for worship
and assembly formed by a widening of the main road in the middle of the
city, occupied only the southernmost of the platforms that comprised its
later form. Houses, probably built on small terraces, apparently occupied
the protected area around it. Far from here, at the south-southeast edge
of the ridge, the Therans’ main cult center was built, with the worship of
Apollo Karneios being most prominent. This is where the training ground
for the city's ephebes was located.

During the Hellenistic age, the city acquired a new shape and at the same
time was significantly expanded. The intense building activity reflects Thera's
apogee, from the early 3rd c. to 145 BC, during which time it was initially
under the sphere of influence before being acquired and serving as a naval
base for the Ptolemies, the monarchs of the Hellenistic kingdom of Egypt.
The Agora was expanded, imposing public buildings were constructed, cult
places multiplied, and sanctuaries were founded in honor of foreign deities
and the Egyptian kings, whose worship was introduced in this period. It was
at this time, moreover, that the city's large medians and the terraces that
defined its image were constructed. Atop these new and larger terraces,
spacious peristyle houses were built. The residential area now spread to
parts of the ridge exposed to the wind.

During the Roman imperial period (Ist-2nd c. AD), the Agora was again
expanded, as public baths were built and extensive repairs-alterations were
carried out on both public and private buildings.

From the 3rd c. AD the city began to go into decline, though it was
inhabited even after the end of antiquity, during the Early Christian period
(4th-6th c. AD). In the 8th c. AD it offered a refuge from Arab incursions
to the harbors’ inhabitants, who built makeshift accommodations among its
buildings, which by that time lay in a semi-ruinous state. Not long afterward,
it finally ceased to be inhabited.

Ancient Thera was uncovered during the large-scale excavations of the
German Hiller von Gaertringen (1896-1902). Excavation finds are exhibited
in the Archaeological Museum of Fira.
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