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To aoTikd KEVIPO TNG TMOANG-Kpdtoug Twv Adtiwv eival XTIoPEVO OTO TTE-
pacpa and v Kevipikr otnv avatoAik Kprjtn og guoikd oxupr) Béon.
Ta opatd oikodopikd Aefipava tng méANG, amd TG kaAlitepa diatnENEVES
TOAEIG TG KAAOIKAG-EMNVIOTIKAG emoxrig otnv Kprjtn, avriikouv otov 4o kai
tov 30 a. mX. H épeuva Spwg €pepe oto Qug TMAIVa eIdOAIa Kal Aakidia
Tou 7ou Kal tou 6ou al. TX. Kal kepapikoug kABdvoug yia tnv érrtnon ayyeiwv
Kal eIwANWV NG 81ag EMOXIG, EVA) EMPAVEIAKT KEPAUIKI] TNG USTELOUIVWIKIG
Il mepi6Sou Seixver ot n Béon katoikriBnke Ttouhdxiotov and to 120 ai. mX.

H moAn mepiBdMetar and 1oxupd Teixog, oto ormoio avofyovtal TUAEG, e
KUPIOTEPN QUTH OTNV oToia KAtaAryel To povordu and v eicodo Tou ap-
xaloloyikoU xwpou. Aé v TUAN Eekivd o Kevipikdg SpoHog, Tou, avngo-
piCovtag oto Ao@o, @tdvel otnv ayopd NG MOANG. 2ta Se&id Tou undpXel
oeipd kuopdtwy, Ta omoia amd Toug avaokageig Tautiotnkav Ye payadid kai
€pyaotrpla* ota aplotepd Tou diapopeovovtal emd dvonpa Pe avtioToIxXeg
KATOIKIEG.

H ayopd — avoixtdg xhpog avdpeoa otn Bépeia karl ) vota akpomoAn
Kal OTnV avatoNiKr) Kal TN SUTIKY OUVOIKIa — éXel akavovioTo TEATeCOeIOEG
oxrjua pe Sdwplikr] otod ota dutikd kai avoixtr e6€dpa ota véta. To kKévipo
NG katahapPdvel pikpdg, pdMov umaibplog vadg aBéRaing xpovoAdynong.
Bopeia tou vaou n peydAn undyeia Se€apevri Ba mpémel Adyw g B€ong Kai
Tou pey€Boug tng va fitav n dnudoia de€apevr) TG TOANG.

H pvnueiddng khidaka Bépeia tng ayopds, pe OeipEg edpdvwV XwPEIoHE-
VEG OF TPEIG KEPKIDES (TTTEPUYEG), 0dnyel oto mputaveio TG TMOANG. Xenoi-
HEUE KAl WG XWPOG OUYKEVTOWONG Twv TOANTWY. To Tputaveio aroteAeftal

he urban center of the city-state of the Latians is built in a naturally-

fortified location controlling the passage from central to eastern Crete.
The city's visible building remains, which are in such a good state that Lato
is considered one of the best-preserved Classical-Hellenistic cities in Crete,
belong to the 4th and 3rd c. BC; however, excavation brought to light ter-
racotta figurines and plaques of the 7th and 6th c. BC, and pottery kilns for
vases and figurines of the same period. In addition, Late Minoan IlIC pottery
found in the area of the ancient city shows that habitation here goes back at
least as far as the [2th c. BC.

The city was surrounded by a strong wall with gates opened around it.
The main and most impressive of these is the one in which a path leading
from the entrance of the archaeological site runs through. Entering this gate,
the main street leads up the hill to the city's Agora. On the right side of the
street there is a series of buildings identified by the excavators as shops and
workshops. On the left there are seven terraces each corresponding to a
residence.

The Agora, an open area between the north and south acropolises and the
east and west residential neighborhoods, has an irregular trapezoidal shape
with a Doric stoa on its west and an open platform on its south. Its center
is taken up by a small, probably open-air temple of uncertain date. North of
the temple was a large underground reservoir, which, by virtue of its location
in the residential center and its size, must have been the city's public cistern.

North of the Agora the monumental staircase, also serving as a meeting
place, with rows of benches separated into three wings, leads to the city's
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ané pia mepiotuAn aury ota avatoAikd kar pia opBoywvia aibouca pe
KEVTPIK €0Tia, To eotatdplov, ota dutikd. 2To mAaty TeCoUN Katd pr-
KOG TwV TOIXWV TOU UTMoAoyiotnKe STl oxnuatiCoviav oktw KAVEG, OTIG
oroieg énaipvav Béon o1 doxXovteg TG TMOANG, ol «kbopony. Exel yeupdu-
Cav kal &éxovtav Toug emfonuoug Eévoug. Oo o apXItektovikd olvoro
— n otod, n KAjuaka, or dUo TJpYo! Kal TO TPUTAVEID — XPOVOAOYETal oTo
B” piod tou 4ou rj otov 3o ar. mX.

2TV mAayid g voTag akpdoAng Bpiokovtal ta epeima tou peydAou
vaou tngG mOANG, TTOU XPOVOAOYE(al oTa TEAN Tou 4ou 1} OTG dPXEG Tou
3ou ai. mX. O vadg, Gy. 4 p. mepimou, éxel opBoymvio mMpddopo ota ava-
TONIKG Kal TETPdywvo onkd ota duTikd, GTov oToio rjtav TomobETNEVO TO
Aatpeutikd dyalua oe Bdon mou owletal otny apxikr 8éon tng. H ducdi-
diprtn emypagr] oty oyn g dev eMmTEENE! Ty Talition TG AATPeude-
vng Bedtntag. Avatolikd kar oe xaunAdtepo emfmedo Siapop@®veTar évag
Beatpikdg xwpog pe eubeieg Pabuideg, ev pépel AaGeupéveg oto QUOIKS
Bpdxo Kar ev PEpel KUOTEG.

Ta Nyootd kivitd eupripata Kai Ta avaockagikd dedopéva umodeikviouv
&t n MOAN eykataleipOnke otadiakd amd Toug KATtoikoug NG, TTOU HETAKI-
vriBnkav mpog To emiveld g, v Kapdpa (onp. Ayiog NikéAaog).

O1 Adtio, olpgwva pe TG owlOUEVES ETYPAPIKEG PAPTUPIEG, avemuEav
évtovn ToAtikr kai Simwpatiky dpactnpeidtnta tov 30 kai o 20 ai mX.
OUUMETEXOVTAG OTo ouvaomopd twv Kvwoiwy kar ouvdrovtag ouverkeg
pe T Méptuva, v EAelBepva, ™ Altto, v lepdnutva, tov Ololvia,
MiAnto kai toug BaociAeig tng Mepydpou Attalo kar Eupévn. H ouppetoxr
TOUG OTN OUVOrKN TwWV KONTIKWY TTOAEWV He TN pikpaoiatikr) Midnto kai n
xopriynon acuhiag oto vad tou Aiovdoou otnv Téw Kal oToug Katoikoug
NG amodeikvdouv St of Adtiol, SNwg Kal of TTOATEG TwvV AMwV TTOAEWV
g Kprjing, aoxoAolvtay, extdg and ) yewpyia, v Kinvotpogia kai To
eUMOPIO, KAl [E TNV TIEPATEia Kal To Soulepmopio.

Ané ) Aatw Bewpeital éu kataydtav o Néapxog (mepimou 360-312
mX.), valapxog tou MeydAou Aledvdpou Kkai, petd to Bdvaro tou Ma-
keddva Baaihid, oatpdnng tng /Aukiag kai tng Mappuiiag.

Prytaneion. The Prytaneion consisted of a peristyle courtyard on its east and
a rectangular hall with a central hearth on its west, which has been identified
as the dining-room (estiatorion). At the wide bench (low stone wall) along
its walls were formed about eight couches, where the city's rulers (kosmoi)
assumed their place. Apart from dining there, they also received their official
guests. The entire architectural complex including the stoa, the stairway,
the two towers and the Prytaneion, dates to the second half of the 4th or
the 3rd c. BC.

On the slope of the south acropolis one finds the ruins of the city’s large
temple (late 4th or early 3rd c. BC). The temple (approx. 4 m high) has a
rectangular antechamber on the east and a square cella on the west, where
the cult statue was, set on a base preserved in situ. The illegible inscription
on its front face does not allow an identification of the deity to whom it
was dedicated. Towards the east, a "theater” is formed at a lower level, with
straight benches partly cut into the bedrock and partly built.

On the basis of the excavation data and the meager finds, it is clear that
the city was gradually abandoned by its residents, who moved down to its
port, Kamara (modern Ayios Nikolaos).

According to the preserved epigraphic testimony, the inhabitants of Lato
became extremely active politically and diplomatically in the 3rd and 2nd
c. BC, taking part in the Knossian coalition and concluding treaties with
Gortyna, Eleutherna, Lyttos, Hierapytna, Olous, Miletus and with the
Pergamene kings Attalos and Eumenes. Their participation in the treaty
of the Cretan cities with Miletus in Asia Minor, and the granting of asy-
lum to the Temple of Dionysus in Teos and its residents shows that the
Latians, who like the citizens of other Cretan cities were occupied with
agriculture, livestock farming, and commerce, were also engaged in piracy
and slave trade.

Nearchus (ca. 360-312 BC), an admiral of Alexander the Great and satrap
of Lycia and Pamphylia after the Macedonian king's death, is believed to
have been from Lato.
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